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DEVELOPING THE WABASH ARTS CORRIDOR 

As if heralding in a ñNew Era,ò Columbia College hosted a standing room 

only crowd at the Hilton Chicago, of local community activists and organiza-

tions, representatives of local educational institutions, Business Partners,  

instructors and students, Mayor Rahm Emanuel  and Alderman Fiorretti.  

The emphasis was to celebrate Wabash Street present and future.  It was 

not overlooked that Wabash Street and environs was in a downward spiral 

as a gritty near south neighborhood and home to run down buildings and 

deteriorating infra-structure twenty years ago.  It cleaned up nicely with the 

help of Columbia College buying up and renewing real estate, the Hilton Chi-

cago Hotel deciding to stay in the South Loop and restore the grandeur of 

their hotel, and the city making an investment in re-streeting improvements.  

New businesses have moved in including many new restaurants and gro-

cery stores . Now it is the vision of the WAC (Wabash Arts Corridor) Com-

mittee to ratchet it up a notch and make a bold statement with involvement 

of community members.   

The Wabash Arts Corridor Assets include: 

¶ 8 educational institutions 

¶ 19 galleries, special collections, visual and sculptural installations 

¶ Over 30,000 students with 5000 in residence halls 

¶ 14 performance spaces 

¶ 6 major hotels 

¶ Over 40 restaurants 

¶ 1000+ cultural events with an ann;ual audience of 500,000+ 

¶ Iconic architecture 

The WAC Goals are 

WAC becomes widely recognized as a distinct geographical location noted for its 

character and sense of place. 

WAC has the full support of its area residents, businesses and institutions. 

With large-scale installations and sculpture, dynamic media displays, distinct and 

recognizable branding, WAC transforms its urban landscape and captures the imag-

ination of those who transverse it. 

Local businesses and institutions use WAC as part of their strategic thinking and 

development. 

WAC emerges as a City of Chicago cultural destination. 

WAC unleashes the creative talent of the various collegeôs faculty, staff and stu-

dents as it becomes a laboratory for student learning.. 
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Welcome to Jazz Showcase where 

Jazz lives in Chicago since 1947. Our 

exclusive 170 seat venue features the 

best Jazz acts youôll find anywhere in 

the Chicago area. Tickets are now 

available online. Donôt forget to sign 

up for our e-mail newsletter so you 

donôt miss out on our upcoming 

shows! 
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755 South Clark Street  

www.blackieschicago.com  
 

 

 

 

EVERYDAY  

$8 Before 8PM  

 Blackieôs Legendary  
half -pound Burger,  

Seasoned Fries,  

Tomato, Lettuce, Onion, &  
Pint of Domestic Beer,  

Coffee or Soft Drink  
 

 

$1 Watermelon Shots  

http://www.blackieschicago.com


Mayor Backs Wabash Arts Corridor  

March 13, 2013, from the Columbia College website  

 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel announced a plan on Wednesday to part-
ner with Columbia College Chicago and other South Loop or-

ganizations to create public art under the umbrella of 

the  Wabash Arts Corridor , a stretch of Wabash from Congress 
to Roosevelt. Mayor Emanuel called the dynamic arts corridor 

an integral part of the newly created City of Chicago Cultural 

Plan.   
     ñThe Wabash Arts Corridor puts into action two major goals 

of the Cityôs Cultural Plan. First, coordinating our cultural and educational assets, and second, to 

leverage them in a way that benefits our childrenôs education and spurs local businesses,ò said 

Mayor Emanuel. ñI have seen firsthand the power the arts can have to transform a neighborhood 
economically as well as culturally.ò  

     Columbia College President Warrick L. Carter reiterated the sentiment, stating, ñThe Wabash 

Arts Corridor is a powerful concept that can help bring together the residents, businesses and insti-
tutions of this district and allow us to leverage our creative assets in a very exciting and palpable 

way. This collaboration with the city certainly has put the project on the fast track toward further 

developing the South Loop into a dynamic arts space including murals, sculptures, image projec-
tions, concert series, and more long -term projects.ò 

     The public forum also served as the unveiling for concepts of the next Wabash Arts Corridor pro-

ject, a series of large -scale photographs to be installed on the exterior of the iconic Hilton Chicago, 

720 S. Michigan Ave. The images are being developed by Columbia Collegeôs photography depart-
ment  with original student works to be 

installed in May 2013.   

     Other projects in the Wabash Arts 
Corridor include an  aerosol art mu-

ral  at the northwest corner of Balbo 

and Wabash Ave. by Columbia College 

Chicago alumnus and Chicago -based 
artist Nino Rodriguez (B.A. ô05) and 

the Columbia CollegeôsPapermakerôs 

Garden . Photography 
and  English  students will soon collabo-

rate on creating images and text to be 

installed on the support beams for the 
Red Line El tracks on Harrison St.  
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http://www.colum.edu/criticalencounters/wabash-arts-corridor.php
http://www.colum.edu/Academics/Photography/
http://www.colum.edu/Academics/Photography/
http://theloop.colum.edu/s/644/staffnewsletter.aspx?sid=644&gid=26&pgid=3852&cid=13962&ecid=13962&crid=0&calpgid=61&calcid=9428
http://theloop.colum.edu/s/644/staffnewsletter.aspx?sid=644&gid=26&pgid=3852&cid=13962&ecid=13962&crid=0&calpgid=61&calcid=9428
http://www.colum.edu/Academics/Interarts/research/papermakers-garden.php
http://www.colum.edu/Academics/Interarts/research/papermakers-garden.php
http://www.colum.edu/Academics/English_Department/


Opinion  

Bonnie McGrath ±ƛǎƛǘ Ƴȅ ōƭƻƎΥ ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŎƘƛŎŀƎƻƴƻǿΦŎƻƳκƳƻƳ-ǘƘƛƴƪ-ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘ  

I  t wasn't until page 180 of Gold Coast Madam that I found a South Loop connection 
to my new best friend, the famous Gold Coast madam Rose Laws.  But it was there. 

"ñIn the 90s we had a three-bedroom penthouse apartment with a large balcony at River 

City, 800 S. Wells Street.  This very recognizable, curvy building on the Chicago River 

was practically a city within itself.  Inside the building there was a grocery store, phar-

macy, dry cleaners, doctor's office, gym.  Almost anything you could ever need was 

conveniently right there.  We had a really talented and hardworking girl at this apart-

ment.  When she had dates with men, they never wanted to leave when their hour was 

up.  We made a deal with her to keep  the other girls in line.  She also did the laundry 

and helped the maid clean.  She was sort of a house mom, if you will, and stayed six 

months.  She would take two days off a week so she could explore the city.  She loved 

the arrangement and it worked out well for us too.  Everything was fine in River City until some girls solicited 

the valet help downstairs.  Needless to say we were thrown out of the building." 

 

So I exaggerate when I say Rose is my best friend.  Although at one time, we were sort of neighbors.  River City is 
a mere hop, skip and jump from my home at Roosevelt and State.  I've been there many times and have always 
admired the Bertrand Goldberg concoction of a building.  One of the quirks?  Many of the units' windows face in-

ward and over an enclosed atrium, nary a bit of fresh air to be had. 

Rose and I met just once, in fact--at a book signing thrown for her at Nisei Lounge at Newport and Sheffield last 

Sunday.  I'd been reading her book and wanted to meet her in person.  She's 78-years-old now.  And what a life 

she's had!  The book is quite interesting and I highly recommend it. 

Laws was born in rural Tennessee. You would be hard-pressed not to call her a "hillbilly."  Her father was no good, 

very mean, had plenty of non-secret girlfriends and didn't support the family.  Her mother was long-

suffering.  Rose married an abusive husband who she met while he was serving in the military.  She had five kids 

in quick succession; her husband beat her but he didn't drink or cheat.  She left him.  Her kids ended up in an or-

phanage and in foster care.  And for all practical purposes, Rose used her own sexuality--and the sexuality of oth-

ers to make a lot of money, get her kids back and do right by her family. 

The men in her life couldn't wait to shower her with cash, many simply because they liked her, felt kind of sorry for 

her or just considered her a fun friend.  Her long-term romantic relationships were often like long-term business 

partnerships, the terms of which she proposed as soon as she set her sights on someone she thought would get 

it.  More often than not, she was right.  They got it. 

Her journey through life put her in the same social whirl as many famous mobsters--some named, some not.  At a 

certain point, Rose leveled with her kids--four boys and a girl--about how she made a living and to one degree or 

another, they accepted it all and even helped the family business thrive in one way or another. 

Rose has a cute way of talking about her own sex life here and there throughout the book, which she wrote 

with writer Dianna Harris.  The sexy  twinkle in Laws' eye jumps out of her words--and right off the page. 

Rose got in big trouble twice.  When the state came down on her the first time in 1988, she didn't serve any 

time.  But when the feds came-a-calling in 2002, she ended up in federal prison.  She tried engag-

ing in a number of legitimate businesses throughout her life but nothing seemed to turn out 

right.  Only being "an agent," as she likes to say, worked for her. 

 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the the editor or 
South Loop Referral Group.  
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http://www.amazon.com/Gold-Coast-Madam-Secret-Life/dp/1893121771
http://newcity.com/2012/09/13/miss-rose-the-life-and-times-of-the-gold-coast-madam/
http://www.chicagojournal.com/Blogs/South-Loop-Observer/08-05-2010/Trouble_in_River_City_
http://bertrandgoldberg.org/projects/river-city/
http://www.niseiloungechicago.com/
http://www.illinoisauthors.org/authors/Dianna_Harris


British School Proposal  (from South Loop Neighbors Newsletter)  
 

The owner of the Roosevelt Collection is proposing to construct a building for the British School instead of the park 

that current zoning requires. The developer  showed  drawings of the school at a meeting on Tuesday, March 5th,at  

St. Ignatius College Prep, 1076 W. Roosevelt.  

 

When the Roosevelt Collection retail center was approved, the Planned Development Ordinance (PDO) required 

construction of a "grand staircase" allowing access from the north and a two-acre "publicly available open space." 

Now the owner proposes to amend the PDO, to allow construction of a new building for the British School on the 

park parcel. That building would have some rooftop landscaping, reached by a narrow four-story stairway that 

would be controlled by the shopping center. In addition, an artificial -turf playing field is proposed west of the 

school building, but it is unclear who would control it's access, besides it seems 

that the British School would have exclusive use of the site during school or 

practice hours.  

 

Future residential development will make it even more important to have a real, 

ground-level park since the Roosevelt Collection already has approval for a resi-

dential high -rise next to the movie theater, and can build another 500 units on 

the land north of the park, between Polk and 9th.  

South Loop Neighbors South Loop Neighbors is a non -profit membership 

based organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in South Loop's neighborhoods and pre-

serving the area's landmark districts.  

South Loop Neighbors represents South Loop residents who are concerned about:  

-quality, reasonably -sized real estate development as well as infrastructure im-

provements that respect the unique character of our community  

ic Michigan Boulevard  

 

 

concerns and ideas of the South Loop community. South Loop Neighbors serves members and resi-

dents within the area bounded by Congress Parkway to approximately 25th Street and from the Chi-

cago River to Lake Michigan.   Www. Southloopneighbors.org  


