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Two years ago, I was grateful for health care workers.      

Still am.  Last year , the vaccine.   

This year, I am grateful for living in this “Hell Hole” of a city.  

In Conde Nast Traveler Magazine 35th Annual Readers 

Choice Award, the readers chose Chicago number 1 over all 

other big cities in the United States.  Apparently, tourists are 

not afraid to come to Chicago.  In this issue , Resonance, a 

global branding firm, listed Chicago as 13th in the world’s 

100 top-performing cities in their annual World’s Best Cities 

Report.  We like being number 1 but 13th ain’t bad out of  

100.  See page 21.   

I’m also grateful for the Sandy Hook Foundation whose    

efforts to educate and tenaciously push for the prevention of 

gun violence is a needed voice in our country.   See page 19. 

And on a more personal note, I am grateful for those 

who contribute content to the Dearborn Express.   

Beth Finke, Bonnie McGrath, Lorraine Schmall,  

Mike Knezovich, Marianne Goss, Regan Burke and 

Brian Heiggelke, editor of New City; Sloopin.com, 

Blockclubchicago, The Columbia College Chronicle, and 

to the property managers who distribute the Dearborn       

Express to the residents of their buildings. And last but 

not least, to Janice Koeber, Assistant Editor. 

Grateful 

Happy Holidays 

http://dearbornexpress.net/
https://bethfinke.com/blog/2022/11/22/questions-kids-ask-does-it-hurt-to-be-blind/
https://bethfinke.com/blog/2022/11/22/questions-kids-ask-does-it-hurt-to-be-blind/
https://bethfinke.wordpress.com/2016/01/11/mondays-with-mike-trumpentstein-guns-heavy-thinking-and-bars-without-tvs/
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Welcome to Jazz Showcase where 
Jazz lives in Chicago since 1947. Our 
exclusive 170 seat venue features the 
best Jazz acts you’ll find anywhere in 
the Chicago area. Tickets are now 
available online. Don’t forget to sign 
up for our e-mail newsletter so you 
don’t miss out on our upcoming 
shows! 

Dearborn Station    

312.360.0234 

806 S. Plymouth Court 

CHICAGO, 60605 

Jazzshowcase.com 

 

South Loop  

Market              

FOOTBALL SEASON 

BEER, WINE & SPIRITS 

GROCERIES    PRODUCE  DELI  

9th and State  

in the South Loop 

Tue, Dec 20, 8pm/10pm………….………………Chicago Soul Jazz Collective   
                                                                           featuring Yvonne Gage 

Wed, Dec 21, 8pm/10pm……………………………..Victor Garcia Quartet 

Thu-Sun, Dec 22-25, 8pm/10pm..……………Vibraphonist Thaddeus Tukes  
Sun. 4pm/ 8pm                                           Quartet-Christmas in Vibetown 

Wed-Sun, Dec 28-Jan 1, 8pm…………….……Marquis Hill-Composers           
                                                                         Collective 

Thu-Sun, Jan 5-8, 8pm/10pm……….....………Ari Brown Quartet 
Sun.  4pm/8pm 

Wed, Jan 11, 5pm…………………………………….Jazz Links Jam Session 

Thu-Sun, Jan 12-15, 8pm..……………………..….Geof Bradfield Quintet 
Sun. 4pm/8pm 

Thaddeus Tukes Quartet Ari Brown Quartet 

http://www.jazzshowcase.com/
http://www.jazzshowcase.com/
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South Loop Neighbors South Loop Neighbors is a non-profit membership 

based organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in South Loop's neighborhoods and 

preserving the area's landmark districts.  

South Loop Neighbors represents South Loop residents who are concerned about:  

Ensuring high-quality, reasonably-sized real estate development as well as infrastructure  

improvements that respect the unique character of our community  

Preserving and protecting the area's Landmark Districts, including Printing House Row and  

Historic Michigan Boulevard  

Promoting quality education, recreation, services, retail, community activities, and events  

Maintaining a socially, culturally, and economically diverse neighborhood  

Developing strong relationships with key city officials to ensure they respect, hear, and act on the 

concerns and ideas of the South Loop community. South Loop Neighbors serves members and resi-

dents within the area bounded by Congress Parkway to approximately 25th Street and from the  

Chicago River to Lake Michigan.   Www.Southloopneighbors.org 

 

South Loop Neighbors   

Elected board 

President – Jim Wales 
V.P. of Planning & Develop-
ment – Dennis McClendon 
Vice President/Secretary – 
Benjamin Cottrell   
Treasurer – Dorothy Miaso 
Director – Christine Hunt  
Director – Roger Marsh  
Director – Greg Borzo 

 Call for Board Members 
 

The South Loop Neighbors, like most other organizations, runs under 

the direction of a Board of Directors. The monthly activities, and gen-

eral direction of the organization is developed through the work of an 

active Board. The SLN is looking for additional members to join our 

Board. The main commitment is a monthly Board meeting, generally 

held in the evening on the 1st Tuesday of the month. If interested for 

would like more information, 

please connect here!  

Annual Meeting:  Sun, Jan. 22 @ 4 pm 
Half Sour  

755 S. Clark St. 

              Jaqi Green 
                  Off. 312-922-5888 

                  Cell 847-542-1340 

                               899 S. Plymouth Ct. 

                               Chicago  60605 

                              JaqiGInt@gmail.com 

https://www.southloopneighbors.org/
mailto:Jim.wales1120@gmail.com
mailto:JaqiGInt@gmail.com
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Opinion 
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or 
South Loop Referral Group.  

Retired in Chicago 

By Marianne Goss,   

With gift-giving reduced, what  
to do with gift box contents? 

MOST RECENT                         
EPISODES  NOVEMBER 4, 2022 
The Good Ol’ Days 
This year, right-wing groups at home and abroad were animated by 
wistful recollections of the past. On this week's On the Media, hear 
how nostalgia is weaponized in politics. Plus, a deep dive into news-
paper archives reveals that we’ve been having the same debates for 
over a century. 

1. Sophia Gaston [@sophgaston], social researcher and the Head of 
Foreign Policy & UK Resilience at UK think tank Policy Exchange, on 
the use of nostalgia as a cultural and political force in Europe. Listen. 

2. Adam Serwer [@AdamSerwer], staff writer at The Atlantic, and 
the author of “The Cruelty Is the Point," on weaponized nostalgia in 
American discourse. Listen. 

3. OTM correspondent Micah Loewinger [@MicahLoewinger] speaks 
with political scientist Paul Fairie [@paulisci] about at some of the 
big media narratives that felt representative of 2022 and how little 
has changed in our political discourse. Listen. 

Click here 

Some friends and I have stopped giving gifts for        
Christmas and birthdays. It make sense, we say we want 
to purge possessions. It leaves me with a dilemma, how-
ever: what to do with the potential presents collected 
over the years.  

A large box holds things from my own shopping, regift-

ables, and never-used purchases of my parents. In the  

gift box are kitchen gadgets and towels, picture frames,     

candles and candleholders, ceramic jars, wallets and 

change purses, blank journals, gardening gloves and 

soaps, bath items, “magic” cleaning cloths, Christmas 

decorations, and household miscellany. Books are in 

another box.  

In retrospect, I’ve decided that it wasn’t a good idea to 
stockpile presents for indefinite future occasions. If you 
think the contents sound impersonal, some of the items 
are more suitable for your hairdresser than for a close 
friend. I try to match an item and its recipient, but a     
special present for a particular someone rarely comes 
from the gift box.  

The box is useful when I want a housewarming or hostess 

gift or something for a sick, homebound person, but such 

occasions are infrequent. 

“What to do with everything?” a friend said. “Use the stuff 
yourself.” I suppose I could, but if it hasn’t occurred to me 
that I could use __, do I really need it? 

So I consider ideas of what to do with the items. I could 

bestow a small present when invited to dinner or to 

thank a friend for a favor. Perhaps a gift could be a       

surprise for no special reason. My friend Joan gave me 

book after she went to a signing, and I felt delighted to 

receive a gift when there was no occasion or expectation. 

A surprise present wouldn’t begin an undesired gift      

exchange; there’s no occasion to reciprocate, no             

embarrassment about not giving something in return.   

If friends with whom I used to exchange gifts are reading 
this, know that I was sincere when we agreed to stop. And 
if friends with whom I still exchange gifts are reading this, 
know that I’m okay with continuing. I already have the 
items, and they’re not doing anyone any good buried in    
a box.  

 
 

Comments?  Send to thedearbornexpress@gmail.com 

***** 
I never could shop from the gift box for my list-making rela-
tives.   

Christmas gift-giving in my family evolved over time. For 
many years everyone gave to everyone, requiring each of us 
to buy and wrap presents for more than a dozen people. 
Then we switched to drawing names (except for kids and 
Mom and Dad). A couple of years ago we tried a white ele-
phant exchange.  

This year we decided to skip gift giving. “I’d rather talk than 
open gifts,” one of my nieces said. Besides, with our parents 
gone, we’re not going to be all together on the 24th and 
25th. 

I’ll miss the Christmas Eve tradition of sharing a Slovak 
meal prepared from Grandma’s recipes. I’m indifferent 
about the gifts. Until the white elephant exchange, there 
was nothing unexpected about them, since everyone pro-
vided a list.  

me that Thanksgiving Day was clouded by discussions of 
Christmas shopping. “Have you made your list?” was a re-
current question. After turkey dinner people would pore 
over the voluminous newspaper ads. Having a white ele-
phant exchange halted that. This Christmas we won’t have 
to discuss gifts at all. 

Marianne Goss, a South Loop resident and retired editor and 
journalist, used to blog on ChicagoNow, where this post first 
appeared. 

http://www.wnyc.org/shows/otm
https://twitter.com/sophgaston
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/otm/segments/nationalism-and-politics-nostalgia-on-the-media
https://twitter.com/AdamSerwer
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/otm/segments/perils-gauzy-history-on-the-media
https://twitter.com/MicahLoewinger
https://twitter.com/paulisci
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/otm/segments/why-we-cant-stop-arguing-about-same-things-over-and-over-on-the-media
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Safe & Sound Blog 

by Beth Finke                     

Questions Kids Ask: Does 
it Hurt to be Blind?  Nov 22, 2022 

Beth Finke’s books:  “Safe and 
Sound” , “Long Time No See”  and 
“Writing Out Loud” can be          
purchased at Sandmeyer’s Book 
Store. 

 

That’s my niece, Kennedy (I call her Toots), with her teacher 
and Luna. 

One week ago today I was at Sterling Park Elementary, a  
dual-language school in Casselberry, Florida giving a presen-
tation to third graders. My eight-year-old great-niece Toots 
goes to that school, and my sister Cheryl and I had flown 
from Chicago to Florida a few days earlier to see Toots in a 
children’s theater performance of the musical “Annie.” 

And then, what great luck: last Tuesday, November 15, was 
“Teach-In” at Sterling Park Elementary, and if we stayed in 
Florida for a few more days after the fabulous performance 
of “Annie” I could come talk with her third-grade class about 
what it’s like to be blind, write books, and get around with a 
Seeing Eye dog. 

So we stayed. 

When it was time for the presentation, my Seeing Eye dog 
Luna led me to a chair in front of the kids — they were all 
sitting on the floor, criss-cross applesauce. Except for Toots. 

Note: “Toots” is not her real name, but she is, well, such a 
“Toots” that I can’t help myself. I have to call her Toots! And 
Toots doesn’t seem to mind. She was standing in front of the 
class as we walked in, ready to assist Aunt Beth with any-
thing necessary. As we got ourselves ready to do the presen-
tation, she came close enough to whisper and assure me that 
it was “okay to call me Toots.” 

I kept my presentation short, and Toots surprised me by 
taking over from there, announcing we were going to show 
our audience a game the two of us play when we’re together. 
“I put things in Aunt Beth’s hands,” she explained, “and see if 
she can guess what it is!” From there she ran around the 
classroom to collect things that might fool me, and she even 
kept score on the whiteboard behind us. Pretty sure I won, 
two to one. 

And then Toots was right there at the front of the room to 
call on her school friends who had questions afterwards. A 
note of thanks to Mrs. Grau (one of the teachers there) and 
my sister Cheryl for writing these all down for me: There 
were so many good ones! 

• When you became blind, how did it feel? 

• Does Luna ever get out of her harness? 

• Where do the dogs go in retirement? 

• Does Luna know braille, too? 

• Do Seeing Eye dogs know they’re in the right place? 

• Is it weird to just see black every day? 

• Can any dog be a Seeing Eye dog? 

• Does it feel weird to be blind? 

• If you look at a light do you see a little lighter color 
black? 

• Were you always an author? 

• How do you tell the different bills in your wallet? 

• How long have you had Luna? 

• Does it hurt to be blind? 

• Can Luna swim? 

• Can a Seeing Eye dog be small? 

• Can you send us a letter in Braille? 

• How do you make meals? 

• I have a Black Lab at home, too — how long did it take 
to train Luna? 

• What are some things you like to do? 

• When you dream, do you see things in your mind? 

• How do you know what you are eating? 

• What other books have you written? 

• How many years does Luna have left? 

• How does Luna use her sense of smell to help you? 

• Who is your favorite service dog? 

And with that, I thanked the kids for having us, and once    
I stood up, the Black Lab at my feet jumped up, shook   
herself off and stood patiently at my side. I lifted Luna’s 
harness handle then, commanded, “Luna, outside!” and 
dozens of eight and nine-year olds, all of them still sitting 
criss-cross applesauce on the classroom floor, laughed and 
cheered as Luna thread-
ed me through them and 
to the door to the hall-
way. 

And for her encore? I 
took Luna’s harness off 
so all the kids — and 
teachers  — who wanted 
to could pet Luna or rub 
her belly on their way 
out. As for that last ques-
tion? The one about 
which is my favorite ser-
vice dog? Adults ask me 
that question a lot, too, 
and my answer is always 
the same: The one I’m 
working with now! 

https://bethfinke.com/blog/2022/11/22/questions-kids-ask-does-it-hurt-to-be-blind/
https://bethfinke.com/blog/2022/11/22/questions-kids-ask-does-it-hurt-to-be-blind/
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Browsing Sandmeyers for the 

Holidays 

By Jannie Ho 

Count to twelve with the 
zodiac animals as they get 
ready to celebrate Chinese 
New Year! Sweet, colorful 
illustrations introduce each 
of the zodiac animals as they 
bring special items to the 
celebration. 

By Matt Goodfellow 
With a stunning double-gatefold 
spread revealing a beautiful Chinese 
picture, this uplifting story shows 
the transformative power of art and 
imagination in developing cultural 
understanding and empathy.  

By Gita Varadarajan 

In this universal story about em-
bracing who we are and where we 
come from, a young girl finds the 
magic, power, and history of wear-
ing a bindi for the first time, in this 
moving and lyrical picture book  

By Sophie Blackall 

This glorious new picture 
book from two-time 
Caldecott Medalist Sophie 
Blackall is as lavish and mov-
ing a tribute to a storied, be-
loved place as Hello Light-
house. 

By Beth Finke 

Hanni and Beth: Safe & Sound, is 
the story of how Beth, who is 
blind, travels safely around the 
city--to work, shopping, even to 
baseball games--with the help of 
Hanni, a specially-trained Gold-
en/Labrador Retriever. It's a 
touching tale of mutual devotion 
and teamwork. Hanni and Beth: 
Safe & Sound includes factual 
information about how Hanni 
was raised and trained, how Beth 
and Hanni learned to work to-
gether as a team, and what it's 
like to be blind.  

The MOMENTOUS debut of a ground-
breaking Fairy Tale series -- a brilliant-
ly crafted, hilarious twist on this be-
loved classic, The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff, from renowned, award-winning, 
and New York Times bestselling duo 
and picture book pioneers               
Mac Barnett and Jon Klassen! 
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714 S. Dearborn 
312.922.2104 

American Writers Museum 

180 N. Michigan Ave, 2nd Floor 

Chicago, IL 60601 

https://americanwritersmuseum.org/ 

Sandmeyer’s 
Bookstore has served 
Chicago’s South Loop 
since 1982, providing 
quality new books and 
unbeatable service.  A 
true mom-and-pop 
shop, Sandmeyer’s 
Bookstore has been 
family-owned and    
operated since the   
beginning. 
     Come browse our 
extensive collection of 
new releases, travel 
guides and children’s 
books.  Whether it’s a 
fresh copy of an old 
favorite or the latest 
bestseller, you’re al-
ways going to find 
something good at 
Sandmeyer’s. 

Welcome to  

Sandmeyer’s Bookstore! 

Independent.  Local.  Family-owned. 
From the moment you walk into 
Sandmeyer’s Bookstore, you can tell    
the difference. 

Get Lit: A 
Snowy Day 
Welcome to GET LIT, a new 
monthly program series from 
the American Writers Museum! 
January in Chicago can be snowy 
and windy and cold. So warm up 
with beer, wine, and activities 
inspired by the classic children’s 
book The Snowy Day by Ezra 
Jack Keats. 

As you sip your happy hour beverages, listen to live music from local 
jazz musicians Tim Fitzgerald and Tom Vaitsas, get snowy poems 
from Poems While You Wait and take fun pics with your pals in a 
snow-themed photo booth! You’ll have access to all of our permanent 
and temporary exhibits, including our newest special exhibit Dark 
Testament: A Century of Black Writers on Justice. The AWM’s gift shop 
will also be open to browse.  

GET TICKETS HERE.  

https://americanwritersmuseum.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/get-lit-a-snowy-day-tickets-487178061697?aff=WebsiteListing&_ga=2.185800237.507381049.1671402877-756121972.1671402876
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Lorraine Schmall 
Dearborn Park                            
December 20, 2022  
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The Complete Maus, Art Spiegelman              
(Pantheon Press 1991)  

The Complete Maus is a banned book, and has been on 
verboten lists for more than two decades.  The first nation-
wide book ban was laid against Uncle Tom’s Cabin—
second in popularity only to the Bible —whose depiction of 
the enslaved Tom may have been spurious, but whose un-
abashed description of slavery as evil, murderous and soul-
crushing disturbed too many people to leave it alone. This 
January, the McCann County, Tennessee school board put 
the kibosh on Maus “because of its unnecessary use of   
profanity and nudity and its depiction of violence and     
suicide.”  Maus portrayed “people being hanged and chil-
dren being killed.”  How else would the Holocaust look, one 
wonders?  But also in January, the Chicago Public Library 
picked Maus for its 2022 city-wide program, One Book, One 
Chicago, encouraging broad reading and discussion of a 
text that, like most banned books, is deeply disturbing. 
Spiegelman won a Pulitzer Prize for Maus—surprising for 
two reasons: it’s a 300-page comic book, and it’s an inside 
story about the extermination of 6 million Jewish children, 
women and men.  The author draws himself onto the pages 
of the book, interviewing his father, Vladek, about his     
experiences as a Polish Jew and a Holocaust survivor.   
Spiegelman claims he did not set out to describe the 
“indescribable” truth of ethnic cleansing; he just wanted an 
answer: “How did I get to be born when both of my parents 
were supposed to be dead?”  Father and son are estranged; 
Spiegelman says they did not suffer a generation gap,   

but rather a generation chasm.  The author confesses,  
“I feel so inadequate trying to reconstruct a reality that 
was worse than my darkest dreams.”  Some of what he 
learned of his father was disheartening.  Vladek was 
always a hustler and a skinflint.  His skepticism and his 
street smarts—maybe his amorality?— kept him 
alive.  Vladek tells his son: “If you want to live, it's good 
to be friendly.”  But friendships were transactional: 
“Friends? If you lock them together in a room with no 
food for a week…Then you could see what it is, friends! 
…” Despite having a deeply religious upbringing, Vladek 
said of Auschwitz:  “But here God didn't come. We were 
all on our own.”  He takes no credit for being alive:  “It 
wasn’t the best people who survived, nor did the best 
ones die. It was random!”  Maus, German for mouse, 
was the most common of the unflattering surnames 
imposed on Jews by government officials in 18th- and 
19th-century Europe.  The NYT calls Spiegelman’s 
Maus “an epic story in tiny pictures”… of Jews as mice, 
Germans as cats and Poles as pigs.   Spiegelman told an 
audience last month at the Chicago Public Library that 
he used simple black-and-white hatched animal draw-
ings “so the drama would be in our heads, not on the 
page.” It certainly was in mine. As was the 
fear.  And the anger.  And the sadness.  And 
the guilt, as Vladek concludes: “Maybe ev-
eryone has to feel guilty. Everyone! Forev-
er!”  Read it and weep,  before its year ends. 
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Opinion 
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or South 
Loop Referral Group.  

Bonnie McGrath      
Thanks for reading Mom, I think I'm 

Poignant ! Subscribe for free to       

receive new posts and support         

my work. 

Subscribe  

I've got the blues outside my house 
and it's getting very confusing 

For months, on one corner or another in the intersec-
tion outside my door, police cars have been parked with 
their blue lights blazing. 

My God, I thought—every night since it started—it’s just 
unbelievable.  The cops are present every night. And 
they’re here for so long, it has to be more than traffic 
stops.  And it’s not accidents night after night either. 
You can always tell. The intersection has its share. 

How much crime is around here? I thought. We’ve had   
a lot, from petty thefts to break-ins, to assaults, bullets 
going through windows—and into walls beyond—
fights, drug dealing, shoplifting, snatched purse and 
even murders. 

So I wasn’t surprised to see recently that the cops on my 
four corners are actually sitting there preventing crime! 

I found that out over the weekend from a Chicago 
mayoral candidate on zoom, one of four candidates 
seeking an endorsement from a political organization 
I’ve been involved with for years. 

A County Board member from the west side who’s run-
ning for mayor  lamented the fact that the cops were 
sitting on corners downtown (and in a residential area 
on the outskirts of downtown) and wanted to see the 
same treatment where he and his constituents live. 

I was quite surprised to learn that the cops were sitting 
out there protecting me and my neighbors.  And not  
responding to crimes that were reportedly being       
committed. 

I often blow my stack when I think of all the politicians, 
both local and beyond, who have round the clock        
security with guns and armored cars and such and…..   

And I pay for it. 

What about me? 

Little did I know I was getting the same politician/
celebrity treatment. 

 

So the next day I told a good friend who lives in a few blocks 
from me in the South Loop, as she drove us home from a    
party in a secure building on North Michigan Avenue about 
this new discovery—at the same time pointing to a cop car 
with blue lights blaring near where we live. And I told her 
what the mayoral candidate said about our blue light          
protectors, and that he was kind of jealous. 

She started laughing hysterically.  And told me those cars    
are just parked there with their lights on.  With no one        
inside.  To give the feeling to the residents that they’re secure. 

“It’s too expensive to have cops in those cars,” she                  
explained.  “The cars and the blue blights are just for 
show.”  She kept laughing. 

So if she knows, I asked her, the bad guys must know, 
too.  That no cop can see them. How does this deter crime?      
I asked her.   

She laughed hysterically again.  “It doesn’t!” 

I looked it up, to see if this was really true:  were empty     
blue light-emanating police cars that deceive us dopes,         
and probably give bad guys carte blanche real? 

I found nothing.   

At this point, I’ve gone from thinking there was a crime out-
side my house every single night that the cops were there for; 
to hearing that I was the beneficiary of a pseudo private     
security force that was to prevent crime—and envied by    
other crime-ridden neighborhoods; to being told the whole 
thing was phony and making fools out of everyone. 

That’s why I’ve got the blues. No pun intended.  

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ib25uaWVtY2dyYXRoLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9hY2NvdW50IiwicCI6NzIzNDM5MjcsInMiOjEwNTg5OTMsImYiOnRydWUsInUiOjEwMzcxOTk4NywiaWF0IjoxNjYyNjUzOTQ0LCJleHAiOjE2NjUyNDU5NDQsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0wIiwic3ViIjoibGluay1yZWRpcmVjdCJ9.Kp
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=1058993&post_id=91900200&utm_source=post-email-title&isFreemail=true&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxMDM3MTk5ODcsInBvc3RfaWQiOjkxOTAwMjAwLCJpYXQiOjE2NzE1NjAxMTgsImV4cCI6MTY3NDE1MjExOCwiaXNzIjoicHViLTEwNTg5OTMiLCJzdWIiOi
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Browsing Sandmeyers for the 

Holidays  

By Linda Ronstadt, Lawrence Downes,  
Bill Steen 

Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Linda Ron-
stadt takes readers on a journey to the 
place her soul calls home, the Sonoran 
Desert, in this candid new memoir.  

By Christa Blumlinger, Ann Marks,       
Anne Morin 

This full-career retrospective on the work 
of photographer Vivian Maier brings to-
gether a selection of key works from 
throughout her life and career.   

By Erica Warren 

Bisa Butler (b. 1973) is an American artist 
who creates arresting and psychologically 
nuanced portraits composed entirely of 
vibrantly colored and patterned fabrics that 
she cuts, layers, and stitches together.  
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In Chicago Cooks: 
45 Perfect Recipes 
for the Passionate 
Palate, the basics 
are covered for any 
kind of meal.  
Not every food category 
is included here, but the 
ones we have chosen 
represent a foundation 
any cook will need to 
provide for a family or 
to entertain brilliantly. 
We hope you will trust 
us and try these recipes 
so that you can experi-
ence food made with care and passion, food that stimu-
lates your  palate, and inspires you to share each recipe 
with those you love.  

The two authors are long-time residents of Chicago.      
Returning to Chicago after 40 years in California as a jazz 
producer and recording engineer, Jonathan Horwich has 
continued pursuing his passion for music and high      
quality sound. Carol Montag grew up in St. Louis, MO and 
came to Chicago to attend The University of Chicago and 
never left. She has been an educator for 52 years as a 
classroom teacher, school administrator, and educational 
coach.   https://www.chicagocooks.net/ 

Available at Sandmeyer’s and Amazon.   

newcity.com 

newcity.com 

Editor’s Letter: December 2022 
December 6, 2022 by Brian Hieggelke 

We’re starting to             
experience something        
unfamiliar in our long 
history, that is, having 
more stories ready to pub-
lish for an edition than we 
have space for. 

This is a very good thing, 
as there is nothing worse 
than coming out of a dead-
line, hoping to take a 
breath, and realizing that 
you’re missing a cover   
story for the next issue. 
This was especially a  
problem in all our years   
as a print weekly. 

Beyond the stress reduction it brings us editors, this is a 
good thing for the magazine and its readers, too, as it means 
we can be more selective about the stories we publish, we 
can more carefully curate the mix of things in any given    
issue, and we can take the time to improve work that needs 
improving—in writing, editing and design. 

So yes, this trend is a good one. But we’re not getting com-
placent, since we have twelve print issues to fill in 2023.  
And we need many more stories to do so. 

For Newcity Digital, we’ve been living with a sea change 
of another kind this last year or so, as the advent of our  
daily, five-days-a-week publishing schedule, led by the   
Newcity Today newsletter, has meant a whole new level of 
constant and intense workflow. And we’ve recently in-
creased our budget for art stories from three days a week    
to five, so it’s increasing. Any peace we might achieve in our 
lives from print being more manageable is more than offset 
by the increasing pace of digital. 

As we end this year, we want to thank all of you for your 
continuing readership and support. You’re the engine  
fueling us. Please consider spreading the Newcity word with 
gift subscriptions this holiday season. Not only will you be 
giving the gift of cultural intelligence—and what better thing 
to share?—but you’ll be enabling us to continue increasing 
the breadth and depth of cultural journalism and criticism 
that we all value.                                                                                    
Find gift subscription options at NewcityShop.com. 

Look for Newcity’s December 2022 print edition at over 300      
Chicago-area locations this week or subscribe to the print edition 
at Newcityshop.com. 

IN THIS ISSUE 
Photo Finish 
AIC Photography curator Elizabeth Siegel talks about         
her epic swan song 

What Cuts At My Soul 
James Elder’s story of Mama Lizzie 

Film Leaders of the Moment 
How Music Box Theatre and Music Box Films thrive           
and   survive 

Film 50 2022 
Meet Chicago’s current class of “screen gems” 

AND 

Comics 
“Let the Dead Walk” 
A new graphic story by Anya Davidson 

Poetry 
“arrhythmia” 
A new poem from Rachel DeWoskin 

And so much more… 

Cover design: Dan Streeting  
Cover photo: Sally Blood     
(Sandy Morris)  

https://newcity.com/
https://newcity.com/
https://www.newcity.com/author/brianhey/
http://NewcityShop.com
http://Newcityshop.com
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CPA_____________ 

Valero & Associates, Inc. 

Marlene P. Valero, CPA, 

MST 

47 W. Polk Street 

Ste. 100-273 

Chicago, IL  60605 

(773)592.0472 

Marlene.p.valero 

@gmail.com 

http://www.sloopin.com/ 

Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2022 

Two South Loop 
Locations         
Approved for 
Marijuana       
Dispensaries  
  

We're coming to you 
with some interesting 
developments on the Sloop marijuana front.  We recently 
read about two new spots in the neighborhood where       
dispensaries are opening (via Tribune): 
The board also approved a permit to Rickey Hendon, a      
former alderman and state representative, and his children 
to open a Green Rose dispensary in the South Loop, at 1233 
S. Wabash Ave., and a dispensary by High Hopes Chicago at 
622-24 W. Roosevelt Road. 

The spot at 1233 S. Wabash is a pretty prominent location 
and is where the long vacated bar - Wabash Tap - once sat 
(closed in 2019).  The bar at one point said they were going 
to "reinvent".  That clearly didn't happen, but we guess a  
Marijuana Dispensary is a reinvention (although likely      
different owner?): 

 

While numerous South Loop locations have been rumored 
and discussed for a dispensary, not much has materialized.   
 

We will see what else materializes, but if you're into the pot 
you may not have to leave the neighborhood soon. 

At long last the fountain was removed for restoration! 
We are over the moon about the progress and hope you 
are too.   Fountain Technologies removed it in two pieces
- first the top basin and then the lower basin and         
pedestal. There were no surprises or unexpected issues.   
 
 

Printers Row Park Advisory Council 
Jim Rice, President 
Colleen Wales, Secretary 

Photo Colleen Wales 

http://www.sloopin.com/2022/12/two-south-loop-locations-approved-for.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2022/12/two-south-loop-locations-approved-for.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2022/12/two-south-loop-locations-approved-for.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2022/12/two-south-loop-locations-approved-for.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2022/12/two-south-loop-locations-approved-for.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/marijuana/illinois/ct-illinois-marijuana-rainforest-cafe-pts-dispensary-hearing-20221119-ajb3jay2nbch3aptcldlxnk6lu-story.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2019/07/wabash-tap-looks-to-be-reinventing.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2019/07/wabash-tap-looks-to-be-reinventing.html
http://www.sloopin.com/2020/01/recreational-dispensary-scouts-out.html
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Susan Bass Marcus writes and illustrates fiction,   
essays, and reviews.  Her Dragonwolder fantasy 
novels, Malevir:  Dragons Return and Where     
Dragons Follow, offer a world of dragon clans, an 
enigmatic menace the Malevir, sprites, goblins, 
questing humans, and magical giants.  Her musings 
appear weekly on her blog, “About Susan Marcus,” 
https://susanbassmarcus.net.  Both paperbacks are 
available at Sandmeyer’s Bookstore.   

By Donald G. Evans 

The Chicago Literary Hall of Fame has 

partnered with Chicago publishers After 

Hours Press and Third World Press to 

produce a definitive collection of poetry 

By Neil Steinberg 

A daily celebration of Chicago’s history, 
both known and obscure, and always 
entertaining. Every day in Chicago is a 
day to remember. ... Google Books  

By Michelle Obama 

An an inspiring follow-up to her criti-
cally acclaimed, #1 bestselling memoir 
Becoming, former First Lady Michelle 
Obama shares practical wisdom and 
powerful strategies for staying hopeful 
and balanced in today’s highly uncer-
tain world. ... Google Books  

Browsing Sandmeyers for the Holidays  CTA Will Give New Hires $1,000 Sign-
ing Bonus In Hopes Of Filling ‘Severe 
Workforce Shortage’ 
Mack Liederman  5:00 PM CST on Nov 18, 2022 
 

CHICAGO — In its latest bid to fix service problems 
plaguing the agency, the CTA is spending $80 million to 
attract new bus and train workers — including a $1,000 
signing bonus. 

The incentives for workers come as the CTA lumbers 
through intense scrutiny over train and bus service.      
Officials, residents and employees have blasted the  
transit system for long wait times, deteriorating con-       
ditions, security issues and “ghosts”: buses and trains that 
show up late or not at all.  

With public pressure mounting, embattled CTA President 
Dorval Carter Jr. appeared before City Council last week, 
saying reliability issues are due to a “severe workforce 
shortage” of 700 bus drivers and 200 train operators.  

The CTA will give all new mechanics, bus drivers and 
train operators a $1,000 signing bonus, according to a 
news release. Workers must stay at the CTA for at least a 
year to keep the bonus, officials said. 

Newly hired union employees and current workers also 
will get a 3 percent bonus for every six months they stay 
on the job through December 2023. The bonuses will be 
given in lump payments every six months that max out at 
$1,500 for bus and train operators and $1,200 for other 
employees, officials said. This benefit would not apply to 
bus mechanics and railcar repairers hired in 2022 and 
2023. 

The CTA also will raise starting salaries through 2024. 
New bus mechanics and railcar repairers normally start at 
80 percent the normal hourly rate but now will start at 
100 percent the rate: $39 to $40 an hour, officials said.  

Starting rates for bus and rail operators will increase from 
$24 to $28 an hour, then to about $30 an hour as part of a 
contract agreement, officials said. The time it takes for 
them to reach top pay will also be shortened by a year, 
according to the CTA.  

The transit agency pegs the total cost of the incentives at 
around $80 million over two years.  

“Every industry has faced the challenges of attracting 
new employees and retaining current ones, and it’s an 
issue that has especially impacted the transit industry,” 
Carter said in a statement. “In order for CTA to hire and 
retain the best employees, we have to do everything we 
can to make CTA an even more attractive employer.” 

CTA Will Give New Hires $1,000 Signing 
Bonus In Hopes Of Filling 'Severe Work-
force Shortage' (blockclubchicago.org)  

https://books.google.com/books/about/Every_Goddamn_Day.html?id=LdiEEAAAQBAJ&source=kp_book_description
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_Light_We_Carry.html?id=mp-OEAAAQBAJ&source=kp_book_description
https://blockclubchicago.org/author/mack-liederman/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/09/14/cta-trains-seeing-more-delays-during-weekends-and-more-staff-desperately-needed-to-make-it-better-employees-say/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/03/03/smoking-urination-and-unruly-behavior-is-on-the-rise-on-trains-cta-riders-say-but-will-private-security-fix-problems/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/03/03/smoking-urination-and-unruly-behavior-is-on-the-rise-on-trains-cta-riders-say-but-will-private-security-fix-problems/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/04/27/the-cta-boosted-unarmed-security-to-battle-violence-bad-behavior-on-trains-and-buses-but-riders-say-nothing-has-changed/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/07/14/cta-leaders-vow-to-fix-unreliable-service-with-more-hiring-improved-train-and-bus-tracking/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/11/11/severe-workforce-shortage-to-blame-for-ghost-trains-buses-as-cta-struggles-with-1000-open-jobs-leader-says/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/11/18/cta-will-give-new-hires-1000-signing-bonus-in-hopes-of-filling-severe-workforce-shortage/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/11/18/cta-will-give-new-hires-1000-signing-bonus-in-hopes-of-filling-severe-workforce-shortage/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/11/18/cta-will-give-new-hires-1000-signing-bonus-in-hopes-of-filling-severe-workforce-shortage/
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Opinion 
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or 
South Loop Referral Group.  

Backstory Essays 

Regan Burke 

Atonement:  Bird on 

the Wire 
October 11, 2022 

by Regan Burke In That 
Number: One  March 
From the Streets of     
Protest to the Halls of  
Power   (And Beyond) 
 Available at Sandmeyer’s Book Store and  

other places.   

Featured 
In the late 1970’s I worked at a run-down residential hotel 
that had been sold and was about to be renovated. The 
legions of accountants, lawyers, contractors and financial 
schemers confounded even the notable. I managed to 
keep them all straight, pass information one to another 
and generally play the know-it-all role I like. 
The lead accountant, Mel, asked if I had any friends who 
could be temporary helpers on some new events his firm 
was staffing—the Taste of Chicago, ChicagoFest and Art 
Chicago Expo. 
“Sure,” I said, “How much will they get paid?” 
“Free entry, all the food they can eat, a T-shirt and a    
poster.” 
Having just accumulated a whole batch of new friends in 
Alcoholics Anonymous, I knew plenty of unemployed    
sober oddballs hungry for food and fun as ticket-takers 
and money-changers. Next thing I knew, Mel told me I had 
to meet “the guy” in charge. 
“Come to Temple Beth Israel on Yom Kippur.” Mel said. 
“What? What’s that?” I said, “Am I allowed? What do I 
wear?” 
“Everyone’s allowed. Day of Atonement. It’s the best time 
to do business.” 
I tried to sneak into a seat in the back and look around for 
Mel. After lengthy  prayers and singing, there was an in-
termission. Mel appeared at my side, grabbed me by the 
elbow and said, “Let’s go.” 
All the congregants rose up, walked around, talked and 
laughed and “did business”. Mel introduced me to “the 
guy” who headed up one of Chicago’s Big Eight downtown 
accounting firms. 
“How many people you got?” The guy asked me. 
“Twenty or so,” I lied. 
“Good.” Bring ‘em to Navy Pier on Saturday and get ‘em 
signed up. We’ll take it from there.” 
In the years since, I’ve practiced atonement often — not 
just once a year, but almost everyday. At a recent book 
group studying The Jewish Annotated New Testament, I 
inched into a discussion of Ken Burns’ documentary, The 
US and the Holocaust. 
“Someone told me the trouble with Jews is that they didn’t 
assimilate.” I said. 
“The. trouble. with. Jews?”  One of the Jewish participants 
admonished. 

“Do you hear what you’re saying?” 
“I’m so sorry,” I said. I then attempted to overcompensate 
the sin of victim-blaming by blabbering about assimilation, 
of which I know nothing. 
I once asked a musician friend to sing Leonard Cohen’s Bird 
on the Wire at my funeral. 
“No.” He replied. 
“Aw, c’mon. Just say yes. I won’t know. I’ll be dead.” 
“Better to atone when you’re alive.” He said. 
I bowed to my ignorance and he agreed to sing just these 
words. 
Like a bird on the wire 
Like a drunk in a midnight choir 
I have tried in my way to be free 
Like a worm on a hook 
Like a knight from some old-fashioned book 
I have saved all my ribbons for thee 
If I, if I have been unkind 
I hope that you can just let it go by 
If I, if I have been untrue 
I hope you know it was never to you 
God bless Leonard Cohen 1934–2016. 
Listen to Bird on the Wire here. 

https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://backstoryessays.com/2022/10/04/atonement-bird-on-the-wire/
https://backstoryessays.files.wordpress.com/2022/10/775ac-images.jpeg
https://youtu.be/BqGArXHDOKY
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ONLY NEW ITEMS CAN BE ACCEPTED    
AT THIS TIME  
*List subject to change based on supply and demand. 
Please check this website regularly for the most up to 
date info. 
Urgently needed: 

• New clothing for adults (including cold weather 
clothing) 
•  Men’s sizes small, medium, and large – in particular 
medium 
•  Women’s sizes small, medium, and large—in partic-
ular medium 
•  Men’s underwear 

Donation and Volunteer Support for New  
Arrivals from Texas 

Since Wednesday, August 31st, the City of Chicago has welcomed 
hundreds of migrants bused from Texas to Chicago. Our has city 
greeted them with dignity and respect, and the City government, in 
collaboration with local, state, federal, and community partners, 
continues to take action to ensure they have access to shelter, food, 
and other resources. We anticipate that the state of Texas will con-
tinue to bus migrants to Chicago and we remain committed to 
providing support and resources to our newly arrived neighbors 
during this transition period. 

 

 VOLUNTEERS 
 At this time, our shelter partners cannot accept “walk-up” volun-
teers, and due to security and safety concerns for minors on-site, 
there is a registration process to become a volunteer. If you wish to 
volunteer, please complete the volunteer registration form found 
here. 

 

 DONATIONS 
 As a welcoming city, we know Chicagoans are ready to 
show their generosity and are looking for ways to sup-
port. Below please find more information about how you 
can help Chicago’s newest arrivals.  

 

 

Amazon Wish List 
To have a quick and 
direct impact, now, 
residents and organiza-
tions can also support 
asylum seekers by pur-
chasing items directly 
from an Amazon Wish 
List set up in partner-
ship with Instituto 
del Progreso Latino. You can find the Wish List by 
clicking Rapid Response Wish List on Amazon or 
at InstitutoChicago.org  

•  Women’s underwear 
•  Women’s sports bras 
•  Long sleeve shirts (men, women, unisex) 
•   Sweatshirts/sweaters (men, women, unisex) 
•  Sweatpants (men, women, unisex) 
•  Pants (men and women) 
•  Socks (men, women, unisex) 
•  Shoes (closed toe gym shoes) (infants, boys, girls, 
men and women) 
•  Shoelaces 
 Winter coats (men, women, children, infants) 
Other items needed: 

• New hygiene kit items (toothbrush, toothpaste, deodor-
ant, soap, shampoo) 
• Feminine hygiene products 
• Preference for sanitary pads and pantyliners 
• Reusable bags (e.g., duffle bags and suitcases) 
• Backpacks 
• Bath towels (large towels, hand towels, wash cloths) 
• Baby bottles 
• Baby carriers 
• Baby formula 
• Pedialyte 
• Diapers 
• Vaseline / diaper ointment 
• Baby wipes 
• Blankets 
• Nail clippers 
• Pack n’ plays 
• Razors 
• Hairbrushes 
• Chapstick 
• Ace bandages 
• Antibacterial cream 
• Antifungal cream 
• Band-aids (all sizes) 
• Calamine lotion 
• Calcium antacid (e.g., Tums) 
• First aid tape 
• Gauze 
• Heartburn medication (Famotidine) 
• Hydrocortisone cream 
• Tylenol/Ibuprofen 
• Toys and activity books 
• New clothing for children 
 6 months-teens 
Underwear for children and teens 
We will update this list as we continue more detailed 
needs assessments. For additional inquiries, please 
email: DONATIONS@cityofchicago.org. 
 Thank you for all your efforts.    

https://webapps1.chicago.gov/eforms/migrantvolunteerregistration
https://webapps1.chicago.gov/eforms/migrantvolunteerregistration
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/WRKGTBXKDJ6Q/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.institutochicago.org/
mailto:donations@cityofchicago.org
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                        PRAIRIE SHORES  

    PROPERTYMANAGEMENT LLC 

                     700 N. Sacramento Blvd. Suite 301      

          Chicago, Illinois 60612              

    773-878-3300 tel.     773-878-3306 fax 

          

www.PrairieShoresManagement.com 

Click on link 

Not Just Cookies Wholesale 

Bakery | Baking happiness.  

Pies 

Brownies 

Gift Boxes and cards 

Chicago’s only condominium manage-
ment firm specializing exclusively in      
vintage buildings.   Property managers 
for Peterson Lofts, Harrison Street Lofts 
and The Moser Condominiums.                                        

Chocolate Chip Cookies 

                      14.99 Dozen 

Butter Cookies 

Peanut Butter Cookies 

Turtle Cookies 

https://notjustcookies.com/ 

https://www.sandyhookpromise.org/ 

DONATE 

Preventing Gun Violence before it Happens! 

http://www.prairieshoresmanagement.com/
https://notjustcookies.com/
https://notjustcookies.com/
https://www.sandyhookpromise.org/?utm_source=shp&utm_medium=email&source=e_20211130_d_1&utm_campaign=fr&emci=081bc4ff-714c-ec11-9820-c896653b26c8&emdi=3185253e-e151-ec11-9820-a085fc31ac93&ceid=6446086
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VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA ILLINOIS 

47 West Polk Street, Suite 250-2 

Chicago, IL  60605 

312.564.2300 

It's hard to believe we're already thinking about the holi-
days! Are you or your company interested in providing 
wishes to the children and families we serve this holiday 
season? Consider partnering with us for our annual Holiday 
Wishes drive! Holiday Wishes is our holiday drive that pro-
vides holiday gifts to the Veterans families we serve, youth 
in our foster care program, and the families in our Rapid 
Rehousing program. Each child selects up to three wishes 
(each up to $25) and we ask our partners to fulfill these 
wishes. Each year we provide gifts, toys, and JOY to more 
than 350 children. For more information or to get involved 
email Katie at kwade@voail.org.  

www.cmdcschool.org 

https://donate.voa.org/site/R?i=aMsXJZjXT4ra2tIiMF_7ITAQpj-Kvv18Kefr5xouA5L2Da-cIpyvHg
https://donate.voa.org/site/R?i=aMsXJZjXT4ra2tIiMF_7ITAQpj-Kvv18Kefr5xouA5L2Da-cIpyvHg
https://donate.voa.org/site/R?i=IypypghtGRIlkQNe4JSPoR807FcBHR1QXEADwS4wDaqqiH3KnVCzFQ
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Tenth anniversary of Newtown Tragedy.  And it keeps happening. 

This is the eighth year in which the Dearborn             

Express has run this article in memory of the tragic loss 

at  Sandy Hook.   

https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/23310544/

moms-demand-action-shannon-watts-gun-control-

sandy-hook 
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626 S. Wabash scores full             
building permit 
The mixed-use tower is being developed         
as-of right 
December 03, 2022, AMLukas Kugler   
 

A full building permit has been issued for 626 S. Wabash, 
a new mixed-use development in the South Loop. Origi-
nally reported as 630 S. Wabash, the project is a venture 
between DAC Developments and Melrose Ascension Cap-
ital. The site is a vacant lot just south of E. Harrison St, 
fronting S. Wabash Ave and backing up to the CTA L 
tracks above S. Holden Ct. 

With a design from Antunovich Associates, the project 
will deliver a 19-story mixed-use building. Rising just 
under 218 feet, it will hold 164 residential units as well 
as 4,100 square feet of ground floor 
retail space. The design utilizes a mix 
of black and white metal panels to 
break up the massing otherwise en-
cased in a glass window wall system.  

Marketing the building towards stu-
dents and young professionals, the 
unit mix will include 80 studios, rang-
ing from 450 to 580 square feet, 24 
two-beds averaging 800 square feet, 
and 60 four-bedroom configurations 
averaging 1,200 square feet. Studios 
will rent for an estimated $1,700/
month, larger studios will rent for 
about $2,100/month, two-beds will 
rent for approximately $3,000/
month, and the four-bedroom units 
will rent for roughly $5,000/month. 

Tenant amenities will reside on the 
top two floors, featuring a fitness cen-
ter, yoga studio, coworking space, res-
ident lounge, outdoor terrace, basket-
ball court, and rooftop pool and hot 
tub. Residents will be provided with 
64 car parking spaces and 100 bicycle 
parking spaces.   

The development is moving forward 
as-of right, under the existing DX-12 
zoning. The developers are not look-
ing at any zoning amendments or var-
iances, so no formal approvals have 
been required from the city. With 
both the foundation permit and full 
building permit in hand, general con-
tractor Focus Construction can begin 
work and continue through comple-
tion. A timeline for completion is cur-
rently unknown. 

626 S. Wabash Antunovich Associates 

https://chicago.urbanize.city/post/626-s-wabash-scores-full-building-
permit?utm_source=Urbanize+Newsletter&utm_campaign=bc6a905ce7-
news-chicago-2x-week-2022-12-

https://chicago.urbanize.city/post/626-s-wabash-scores-full-building-permit?utm_source=Urbanize+Newsletter&utm_campaign=bc6a905ce7-news-chicago-2x-week-2022-12-05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f2c8779a36-bc6a905ce7-199731392#disqus-comments
https://chicago.urbanize.city/post/mixed-use-development-630-s-wabash-gets-fresh-look
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Clark and Polk Streets 

312.224.1772 

Bingo with  

Betty 

Last Wednesday of the month 

Thursdays 

Chicago takes 
13th spot on 
World’s Best 
Cities ranking 
Resonance’s list 
places Chicago 
just outside the 
top 10 
December 01, 2022, Lukas Kugler 
The latest city ranking list comes from Resonance, a global 
branding advisor and consulting firm that just announced its 
world’s 100 top-performing cities in their annual World’s 
Best Cities Report.   
Claiming to be lauded as the world's most thorough city 
ranking, the methodology analyzes key statistics as well as 
user-generated reviews and online activity on social media 
channels. The overall Best Cities rankings are determined by 
analyzing the performance of each city for a wide range of 
factors that have historically shown positive correlations 
with attracting employment, investment and/or visitors to 
cities. 
Characterized as “America’s great Midwest metropolis”, the 
report cites Chicago’s abundance of programming and cul-
ture as reasoning for the ranking, alongside deep infrastruc-
ture and affordability that eludes many other cities.  
Going into more detail, the report cites the city’s breakout 
2022, supported by the fully functional O’Hare airport 
ranked 5th in number of direct destinations served as well as 
the return of large conventions and productivity with resi-
dents going back to work.  
With additional rankings baked in, Chicago has the 19th most 
Global 500 headquarters on the planet, is ranked 24th for 
Sights & Landmarks, 11th best for nightlife, and 28th in res-
taurants.  
 

 In case you’re interested, the following cities were listed as 
the Top 10: 
1. London, England 
2. Paris, France 
3. New York City, USA 
4. Tokyo, Japan 
5. Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
6. Barcelona, Spain 
7. Rome, Italy 
8. Madrid, Spain 
9. Singapore, Republic of Singapore 
10. Amsterdam, Netherlands 
 Overall, 13 other U.S. cities were listed including some sister 
cities for Urbanize. New York City and Los Angeles beat out 
Chicago for the 3rd and 12th spots respectively. Following 
behind Chicago, Urbanize cities Seattle finished 39th, Austin 
placed 43rd, and Atlanta wrapped us up in the 50th spot. 

ChicagoShutterstock 

https://chicago.urbanize.city/post/chicago-takes-13th-spot-worlds-best-cities-
ranking?utm_source=Urbanize+Newsletter&utm_campaign=bc6a905ce7-news-
chicago-2x-week-2022-12-05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f2c8779a36-
bc6a905ce7-199731392 

The South Loop Club is closed.  We’re hoping 

they’ll reopen.  It was the first restaurant we 

visited when we moved here in 1998.  The   

Pandemic took it’s toll on restaurants, even 

those who survived for over two years.   

https://nyc.urbanize.city/
https://la.urbanize.city/
https://seattle.urbanize.city/
https://austin.urbanize.city/
https://atlanta.urbanize.city/
https://chicago.urbanize.city/sites/default/files/styles/1140w/public/2022-07/shutterstock_400299415.jpg?itok=E9xnXAzV
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All The Candidates         
Challenging Ald. Pat Dowell 
Could Be Knocked Off   
February Ballot 
Challengers Don Davis, Jasmine Roberson and Al 
Rasho face hearings before the elections board to stay 
in the race against Dowell, who is seeking her fifth term 
representing the 3rd Ward. 

Jamie Nesbitt Golden    
Dec 13, 2022 
  

GRAND BOULEVARD — The 
election season is kicking 
into high gear and things 
are already getting messy as 
three candidates vying to 
unseat Ald. Pat Dowell (3rd) 
are facing efforts to boot them 
from the race. 

Initial hearings on election petition challenges started 
Monday morning at the Chicago Board of Election Com-
missioners headquarters, 69 W. Washington St. The first 
round of decisions about who is eligible to be on the    
Feb. 28 ballot could come as soon as next week. 

Aldermanic candidates Don Davis, Jasmine Roberson and 
Al Rasho all are facing challenges filed by Robert L.     
Jackson and Laurence Olivier. Dowell is running for her 
fifth term after quitting her bid for Congress earlier this 
year. 

In a brief phone call, Olivier confirmed he filed the        
petition challenges on behalf of the incumbent alder-
woman but declined further comment. Jackson could not 
be reached for comment and Dowell did not respond to 
requests for comment. 

In the objections, Jackson and Olivier contend Davis,  
Roberson and Rasho all have collected signatures from 
people who aren’t registered voters or are registered at 
the incorrect address, and included forged signatures and 
duplicate names, among other violations, according to the 
objection filings. 

Because of that, none of the three challengers have the 
required 473 valid signatures to be on the ballot, the   
petition states. 

If all three challenges are successful, that would leave 
Dowell running unopposed. 

Political newcomer Davis said he doesn’t know Olivier or 
Jackson, but remains optimistic he’ll stay on the ballot.  
A native South Sider, Davis moved to the South Loop two 
years ago. He supports the creation of public banks and 
economic development that would allow the 3rd Ward to 
stand on its own, he said. 
Davis said he respects Dowell but it is time for “new blood.” 
 

Ald. Pat Dowell (3rd) speaks at 
a City Council meeting on 
March 23, 2022.Colin Boyle/
Block Club Chicago 

“Pat Dowell has been in office for over a decade now. It’s ok 
for someone new to come in. People are scared to talk about a 
‘Black Agenda’ but there’s a great need for one because Black 
people always get the short end of the stick,” said Davis, a 
Morehouse College alumnus.  
Fellow newcomer Rasho told Block Club he was never noti-
fied of Monday’s objection hearing and was unfamiliar with 
the two men who issued the challenge. Rasho said he collect-
ed the majority of signatures himself after getting a late start 
around Thanksgiving. 
The Rogers Park native moved to the 3rd Ward over 15 years 
ago. He said he’s running to bring more economic and career 
opportunities to those who have been traditionally shut out. 
He also said he supports aldermanic term limits. 
“We need to help get more people in trades and get more 
businesses in Bronzeville so that the money stays in the   
community,” Rasho said. 
Roberson could not be reached for comment. 
The 3rd Ward includes parts of Bronzeville, South Loop      
and Douglas.  
 The election is Feb. 28. If no one candidate receives at least 
50 percent of the vote, the top two finishers will go to a runoff 
April 4.                                            
                                   CLICK FOR THE REST OF THE STORY. 
 

https://blockclubchicago.org/2022/12/13/all-
the-candidates-challenging-ald-pat-dowell-
could-be-knocked-off-february-ballot/?
utm_source=Pico&utm_campaign=95293c5e8c- 

https://blockclubchicago.org/author/jamie-nesbitt-golden/
https://www.dondavischicago.com
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Pacific Garden Mission evolves in 
aiding houseless individuals,   
providing shelter for 145 years 
By Irvin Ibarra, Staff Reporter 
December 2, 2022 
As seen when driving along Canal Street heading into the 
Loop, Chinatown or Pilsen, the Pacific Garden Mission's 
crucifix sign reading "Jesus Saves" has become an iconic 
symbol of the organization. The sign used to hang over-
head at PGM's former location on State Street and Balbo 
Drive.  
As the temperatures begin to grow colder, one of          
Chicago’s legacy shelters prepares its facilities for the 
anticipated growth of people in need and experiencing 
homelessness. 
The Pacific Garden Mission was founded in 1877 with 
the goal to aid the homeless in the 
city through the lens of the Christian 
religion. 
“The best way I can describe it is to 
say that through using scripture and 
my own personal experience … [it is 
to] understand the necessity of being 
a good steward of everything that 
God provides for us,” said Terry  
Cunningham, vice president of PGM. 
PGM offers resources ranging from 
drug rehabilitation programs, dormi-
tories able to house 1,200 people, a 
warming center, resources for par-
ents with infants and other amenities 
like a barbershop, beauty salon and a 
clothing department, which provides 
free clothes to people at PGM. 
In January 1984, the Chronicle re-
ported on PGM at its former location 
near the intersection of State Street 
and Balbo Drive. 
In 2008, amid its demolition to make 
way for the construction of William 
Jones College Preparatory High 
School at the same intersection, PGM 
was relocated to its current location 
at 1458 S. Canal St. 
“It was heartbreaking,” said Philip 
Kwiatkowski, current president of 
the PGM, referring to when Jones 
Prep took over the lot. “It was an 
iconic landmark that was taken 
down, so it was sad, even though we 
ended up with a nicer facility.” 
Kwiatkowski has witnessed the    
major additions made to the facilities 
since his involvement with the     
mission in 1988, involving staffing 
improvements and navigating the 
changing needs over decades from 
clients. 
 

“I would say when I 
was a kid, I saw the 
same people. You’d 
get 20 to 100 people 
at the old facility, at 
max. Now, you have 
900 people,” said Mi-
chael Kwiatkowski, 
assistant supervisor 
of hospitality and son 
of Philip. “The fact 
that they can stay here during the day and be cared for is the 
biggest change from the old location to the new one.” 
Click the link  for the rest of the story. 

https://columbiachronicle.com/
pacific-garden-mission-evolves
-in-aiding-houseless-
individuals-providing-shelter-
for-145-years 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/chicago-

https://columbiachronicle.com/staff_name/irvin-ibarra
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http://chicago.suntimes.com  

Did you know the South 
Loop Neighborhood Watch - 
Police Beat 123 has a          
facebook page?   
We do!...and we encourage you to use it! 

The South Loop Neighborhood Watch –  

Police Beat 123 Facebook Page is a crime 

communication tool intended to enable the 

rapid sharing of crime alerts and crime    

prevention news specifically for Police Beat 

123. This area is the section of the South 

Loop that is bordered by Ida B. Wells on the 

north, Roosevelt Road on the South, the 

Chicago River on the west and Michigan 

Avenue on the east. 

Link to Facebook 

group:                                                            

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/1475398529519963/ 

Please stay engaged!  The safety and        

security of our neighborhood 

is everyone's business! 

I have a deeded, indoor park-
ing space available for sale at 
801 S Plymouth Ct Garage  for 
$32,000. 

Space P57 (it’s a first floor pre-
ferred parking space) 

Tom Palman  312.543.9380 

CTA worker falls from platform, lands in 
parking lot below in South Loop 
The worker was expected to survive after falling 
to a parking lot below the platform, police said. 
By  Sun-Times Wire  
  Dec 17, 2022, 3:51pm CST  

A CTA worker was hospitalized Saturday afternoon after falling 
off a platform, where he’d been working on train tracks in the 
South Loop, according to Chicago police. 
The 48-year-old man fell from the platform about 1:30 p.m. near 
the Roosevelt/Wabash Station in the 1200 block of South Wa-
bash Avenue, police said.  
Police found him conscious in a parking lot below the platform. 
He was taken to a hospital with Injuries that weren’t considered 
life-threatening, police said. 
No other details were available.  

16-year-boy shot while riding CTA Red Line 
train on Near South Side; 1 in custody 
The teen was riding the train about 2:05 a.m. near the 100 block 
of West Cermak Road when he was shot in the eye and ear, Chi-
cago police said. 

A suspect was in custody after a 16-year-old boy was shot while 
riding a CTA Red Line train early Sunday on the Near South Side. 
The teen was riding the train about 2:05 a.m. near the 100 block of 
West Cermak Road when he was shot in the eye and ear, Chicago 
police said. 
He was taken to Stroger Hospital, where he was listed in serious 
condition, police said. 
A witness gave officers a description of the suspect and he was 
placed into custody shortly after the incident, officials said. 
A handgun was recovered from the suspect.  
Charges were pending. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1475398529519963/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1475398529519963/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/sun-times-wire
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Police Blotter 

Next CAPS Meeting   2023 

Zoom or in-person     

http://home.chicagopolice.org/ 

To Subscribe, 

Go to  

Thedearbornex-

press@gmail.com 

And leave your email  address. 

FREE!  We don’t charge for anything.   

caps.001district@chicagopolice.org  

http://chicago.suntimes.com/ 

 

12/12/2022, 12:30am  1100 S State 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT Knife, Subway station 
Beat 123 

12/10/2022, 1am  1500 S Wabash Ave 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT Handgun at bar Beat 
131 

12/8/2022  6:20pm  20 E Roosevelt Rd 
AGGRAVATED BATTERY  on Street  Beat 123 

12/7/2022  5pm  1200 S Wabash Av 
AGGRAVATED BATTERY  Grocery Store  Beat 
131 
 
12/6/2022  9:46pm  100 E 13th St 
ARMED ROBBERY  on Street  Beat 132 

12/6/2022  5:50pm  1200 S Wabash 
ATTMPT STRONG ARM ROBBERY no weapon 
Bank  Beat 131 

12/5/2022  12:30pm  400 S State 
AGGRAVATED BATTERY Senior Citizen Beat 113 

12/1/2022  6:05am  1200 S Wabash 
ARMED ROBBERY Knife Grocery Store Beat 131 
 
11/22/2022  7:23pm  40 W Polk 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT at Restaurant  Beat 123 

Beat 123 –River 
to Michigan Av; 
Ida B. Wells to  
Roosevelt Rd.   

Chicago police car collides with Jeep in    
South Loop 
Two officers were hospitalized in good condition,  
police said. 
By  Sun-Times Wire  
  Nov 30, 2022, 6:39am CST  
 

Two Chicago police officers were hospitalized in good    

condition after their squad car collided with another car    

at a South Loop intersection Tuesday night, officials said. 

The officers were responding to a call, their emergency 

lights and sirens activated, as they drove north in the    

1600 block of South State Street about 8:30 p.m. They      

collided with a 29-year-old woman who was driving a black 

Jeep east on West 16th Street, according to Chicago police. 

The two officers were taken to a hospital “as a precaution,” 

police said. The woman was not injured. 

No citations were issued. 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/2022/11/30/23485631/chicago-police-car-
collides-with-jeep-in-south-loop 

CAPS MEETINGS FOR BEAT 123 HAVE 

NOT BEEN FINALIZED YET FOR 2023. 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/sun-times-wire
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Dearborn Street Realty 

Tom Feddor,  

312.203.3841 

tomfeddor@gmail.com 

 

 

 Real Estate Transactions 

 

Susan Dickman - Koenigrubloff/
Berkshire Hathaway Home         

773-627-8176  

 

Susandickman.com 

 

Sdickman@BHHSChicago.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Rosen                         

Keller Williams 

312.545.7148 

Buyarosenhome.kw.com  

The Dearborn      Express 

To Subscribe 

thedearbornexpress@ gmail.com 

Dearbornexpress.net/ 

 

 
 
 

 
$614,000 
1001 S PLYMOUTH CT D 
11/17/22 
 
$350,000 
1515 S PRAIRIE AVE 1103 
11/14/22 
 
$295,000 
732 S FINANCIAL PL 303 
11/10/22 
 
$502,500 
233 E 13TH ST 2309 
11/9/22 
 
$655,000 
1250 S MICHIGAN AVE 2606 
11/9/22 
 
$248,000 
1111 S STATE ST A403 
11/7/22 
 
$237,000 
900 S WABASH AVE 401 
11/7/22 
 
$278,000 
170 W POLK ST 902 
11/4/22 
 
$621,000 
1321 S PLYMOUTH CT C 
11/3/22 
 
$615,000 
233 E 13TH ST 1106 
11/3/22 
 
$228,500 
600 S DEARBORN ST 314 
11/3/22 
 
$437,500 
1322 S PRAIRIE AVE 1204 
11/1/22 

http://Buyarosenhome.kw.com
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125 E 13th St #513 
2 bed, 2 bath 
$419,000 
 
Michael Gentile  
@properties Christie's  
International Real Estate 
773.255.9815 

801 S Plymouth Ct #306 
2 bed, 2 bath, 1100 sq ft 
$279,500 
 
Ying Li  
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Chicago 
312.929.5516 

1525 S Michigan Ave #308 
2 bed, 2 bath, 1250 sq ft 
$418,500 
 
Gregorio Cirone  
Interdome Realty 
708.415.6755 

40 E 9th St #1904 
1 bed, 2 bath 
$300,000 
 
Kevin Hinton  
Keller Williams  
ONEChicago 
312.216.2422 
 

611 S Wells St #2904 
1 bed, 2 bath, 1020 sq ft 
$344,000 
 
Nicholas Colagiovanni  
Baird & Warner 
312.501.5151 

 

100 E 14th St #2301 
3 bed, 2 bath, 1695 sq ft 
$699,000 
 
Stefanie D'Agostino  
Redfin Corporation 
312.320.3116 
 

 

 

910 S Michigan Ave  #401 
2 bed/ 2 bath + den  1791 Sq Ft 
$500,000 
Anna McCrerey • Compass 
312.315.1020 

701 S Wells St  #2801   
2 bed/ 2 bath  1263 Sq Ft 
$420,000 
Robert Teverbaugh  
Century 21 Affiliated 
773.203.8709 

234 W Polk St  #3104 
2 bed/ 2 bath 
$792,000 
Christine Lutz • Wolf Residential Group 
LLC info@wolfdev.com   

https://www.redfin.com/real-estate-agents/stefanie-dagostino
mailto:info@wolfdev.com

