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This has certainly been a busy week with concerts at    

Soldier Field, Lit Fest (see pages 13-15) , Taste of Chicago,  

and Sundays on State.  And a “No Trump/ No Troops”   

Rally held by Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee 

Rights and partner groups including Indivisible down-

town Chicago (see page24).  And now the Bears are talk-

ing again about moving to Arlington Heights.  I saw quite a 

few Viking fans amongst the throng of Bear fans walking 

to Soldier Field.  I thought how fun it would be for out-of-

town fans to come to Chicago, it’s glorious lake front and 

fun places to stay and eat.  And speaking of our glorious 

lakefront, the park district is engaging residents for feed-

back on framework proposals.  

Enter Fall 

“No Trump, No Troops” Rally on Wacker Drive  
Photo: facebook 

http://dearbornexpress.net/
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Welcome to Jazz Showcase where 
Jazz lives in Chicago since 1947. Our 
exclusive 170 seat venue features the 
best Jazz acts you’ll find anywhere in 
the Chicago area. Tickets are now 
available online. Don’t forget to sign 
up for our e-mail newsletter so you 
don’t miss out on our upcoming 
shows! 

Dearborn Station    

312.360.0234 

806 S. Plymouth Court 

CHICAGO, 60605 

Jazzshowcase.com 

 

Thu-Sat, Sep 11-13, 8pm & 10pm……………………………..………..Chuchito Valdes Trio 

Sun, Sept 14, 4pm & 8pm ………………………………………………….Chuchito Valdes Trio 

Mon, Sep 15, 8pm & 10pm………………………………………………...Richie Pardo Quartet 

Tues, Sep 16, 8pm & 10pm ……………………………………………….Petra’s Recession Seven 

Weds, Sep 17, 8pm & 10pm ……………………………………………..Steve Schneck Quartet 

Thu-Sat, Sep 18-20, 8pm & 10pm………………………………………Geof Bradfield Quintet 

Sun, Sep 21, 4pm & 8pm……………………………………………………Geof Bradfield Quintet 

Mon, Sep 22, 8 & 10pm……………………..................………………Joe Policastro Trio – “Mending 
Wall” Album Release 

Tue, Sep 23, 8pm & 10pm....................................................Dakarai Barclay Quintet 

Wed, Sep 24, 8pm & 10pm..................................................Christian Dillingham Quartet 

Thu-Sat, Sep 25-27, 8pm & 10pm……………………………………..Miguel Zenon Quartet 

Sun, Sep 28, 4pm & 8pm…………….…………………………………….Miguel Zenon Quartet 

Mon, Sep 29, 8pm & 10pm….……….......................................Sofia Koulouvaris Quartet 

Tue, Sep 30, 8pm & 10pm………………………............................Ben Esposito CD Release 

Chuchito Valdes Trio 

Sept 11—14 

Geof Bradfield Quintet 

Sept 18-21 

http://www.jazzshowcase.com/
http://www.jazzshowcase.com/
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South Loop Neighbors South Loop Neighbors is a non-profit membership 

based organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in South Loop's neighborhoods and 

preserving the area's landmark districts.  

South Loop Neighbors represents South Loop residents who are concerned about:  

Ensuring high-quality, reasonably-sized real estate development as well as infrastructure  

improvements that respect the unique character of our community  

Preserving and protecting the area's Landmark Districts, including Printing House Row and  

Historic Michigan Boulevard  

Promoting quality education, recreation, services, retail, community activities, and events  

Maintaining a socially, culturally, and economically diverse neighborhood  

Developing strong relationships with key city officials to ensure they respect, hear, and act on the 

concerns and ideas of the South Loop community. South Loop Neighbors serves members and resi-

dents within the area bounded by Congress Parkway to approximately 25th Street and from the  

Chicago River to Lake Michigan.   Www.Southloopneighbors.org 

 

South Loop Neighbors   

Elected board 
President - Jim Wales 

Vice President – Jack Chalabian  

Secretary – Benjamin Cottrell 

Treasurer – Rob Hard  

Director & Chair of Membership – 

Sarah Breedlove  

Director & Chair of Webmaster/

Tech – Pierce Boyd-Bagby 

Director & Chair of Newsletter - 

Diana Turowski 

Director & Chair of Planning &  

Development – Tyler Jones 

Director – Greg Borzo  

Director – Susan Zinner 

              Jaqi Green 
                  Off. 312-922-5888 

                  Cell 847-542-1340 

                               899 S. Plymouth Ct. 

                               Chicago  60605 

                              JaqiGInt@gmail.com 

Best Deal in the South Loop  
 

South Loop Neighbors has two forms of memberships. A full dues 
paying membership, and a free affiliate membership. 
 
A full dues paying membership provides several benefits, helps SLN 
pay for operational costs, and provides member rate discounts for 
events throughout the year. In addition to receiving the monthly    
digital SLN newsletter, full members can attend our annual member 
dinner for free. For more information and to sign up for SLN         
membership, click here. 

https://www.southloopneighbors.org/
mailto:JaqiGInt@gmail.com
https://buu98scab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AXEZQbWbOzG5XjahHB9g_y2xCXvGdKc719uqXDqP0SzqN5McSM3KMb5rRW_GjOzs_7XV2wMfXeG8-jzpn5tk-fMLUF9pLVjGWIdTx8-tDD-V2WMlSPYzkzja8ggo-cjb7DCRe1WjmNNbhgFeuy2lBGuqQTAcfXcwdVpBZLMauuY=&c=Lw6ixQ3EjUXtoO3mkcyrXI4YARgEQYN7_7XnL4HF0EX
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Opinion 
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or 
South Loop Referral Group.  

By Marianne Goss  Saturday, August 20, 2025 

South Looper Marianne Goss blogs at                                        
https://sincerelymarianne.blogspot.com/ 

COMMENT 

What’s you accent? 

Quiz may surprise you. 

Wednesday, August 20, 2025 
While training for a volunteer tutoring role, I came across 
a quiz that seemed like a fun break from sight words and 
writing prompts. Language learning site Babbel identifies 
where you’re from based on answers to 15 questions 
about pronunciation and word choices.  
 
It told me I’m from the Pacific Northwest. I’ve spent no 
more than a week there and all but four years in Illinois 
and Wisconsin. 
 
Maybe I should have checked “bubbler,” as Milwaukeeans 
say, instead of “water fountain.” Maybe I didn’t understand 
all of the phonetic transcriptions and checked some wrong 
boxes.  
I took the quiz a few more times, changing some answers 
but getting the same result: Pacific Northwest. That my 
speech might not reflect my roots, of which I’m proud, 
seemed strange.  
 
But is there a single Midwest accent anyhow? I remember 
that when my brother brought his fiance e to meet the fam-
ily, we noticed that Jeannine, who’s from a small town in 
south-central Illinois, spoke differently from us. She had a 
hint of a drawl.  
 
There are actually three Midwest ac-
cents, Chicago magazine’s Edward Robert McClelland 
wrote in an article in December 2023: the lower Great 
Lakes’ Inland North; the prairies’ Midland; and the North 
Woods’ North Central. 
 
Everywhere I’ve lived — Rochester, New York; Madison, 
Wisconsin; and the Chicago area — is in Inland North ter-
ritory. The Inland North accent is characterized by a series 
of shifts in the pronunciation of certain vowels. For in-
stance, the short a of “bat” may sound like the vowels of 
“yeah,” “block” may sound like “black,” and a short e 
moves toward a short u. Then there are subregional differ-
ences, like the stereotypical Chicago tendency to pro-
nounce “th” as “d” (“da Bears”). 
 
German and Scandinavian immigrants influenced the 
North Central speech of the Dakotas, Minnesota, and much 
of Wisconsin. These speakers pronounce “late” like “let,” 
“boat” like “but,” and “bag” like “beg.”  
 
 

Linguists consider the Midland accent, spoken where 
Jeannine grew up, the most neutral, although it has dis-
tinctive features, like pronouncing an r even when there 
isn’t one (“warsh” for “wash”) and merging the sounds of 
“cot” and “caught.” Residents of the lower half of the Mid-
land region are influenced by Southern speech, perhaps 
explaining why we noticed a slight drawl in Jeannine’s 
speech.  
 
I wasn’t able to pinpoint why the Babbel quiz kept identi-
fying me as from the Pacific Northwest. I pronounce “egg” 
as Pacific Northwesterners do (“ayg”), but, unlike them, I 
don’t merge the sounds of “pin” and “pen” or “don” and 
“down.” Some linguists say that American English is be-
coming more homogenized through media influence, mi-
gration, higher education, and professional careers. Pacif-
ic Northwest English, Babbel notes, “sounds pretty close 
to General American,” the neutral speech against which 
regional accents are compared. If my speech sounds near-
ly accentless, why complain? Many people object to being 
told they have an accent. 
 
McClelland noted that regional accents are fading and are 
most noticeable in older generations. Regional terms 
show more resiliency. A quiz at howstuffworks is mostly 
about terms, not pronunciation. Noting that I say pop, 
lightning bugs, garage sale, tennis shoes, water fountain, 
traffic circle, garbage can, and couch, I was placed in the 
Midwest.  

https://sincerelymarianne.blogspot.com/
https://www.babbel.com/en/magazine/american-accent-quiz
https://www.chicagomag.com/arts-culture/lets-travel-through-some-midwest-accents-eh/
https://play.howstuffworks.com/quiz/can-we-guess-where-you-live-based-on-how-you-speak
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Condo & Townhome Corner 
Tuesday, Sept 16, 7:00 pm 
Location: Cafe Bionda 
1924 S State St, 60616 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How A Bill Becomes A Law --- In Reality,             
Not Cartoons 
 
Presented by YOUR Lobbyist in Springfield, and YOUR PAC in 
Illinois 
You probably didn’t know you had a lobbyist in Springfield, fighting for the 
rights and interests of condo & townhome owners throughout Illinois. And 
even more, bet you didn’t know there’s a Legislative Action Committee (LAC) 
and a Political Action Committee (PAC) that helps educate and support legis-
lators about your concerns.  
 
Featuring State Representative. Kam Buckner (D-Chicago, 
26th District) 
 
 

Admission is free. 
RSVP is required to: 

diana@southloopneighbors.org 

Chicago Bears Alum Teams 
Up With Oliver's For A New 
South Loop Amaro Bar 
Amaro bar Buttercup will open in the 

South Loop on Sunday, September 14. 

"Helmed by former Bears player Isra-

el Idonije and the team behind Oli-

ver's," the concept is described as 

"cafe  by light and amaro bar by 

night." Beverage director Luke 

DeYoung "has crafted a tight lineup of 

innovative amaro-centric takes on 

cocktail mainstays, as well as curious 

new beverages which push the 

bounds of the city’s beverage scene." 

75 East 16th Street. More Butter-

cup here. 

 
Recent Columbia College  
Alum Costars With Leonar-
do DiCaprio In Latest Paul 
Thomas Anderson Picture 
Columbia College Chicago alum Chase 

Infiniti makes her first major feature 

appearance in Paul Thomas Ander-

son’s action epic, "One Battle After 

Another,” released on September 26. 

"Infiniti’s star has been on a rapid 

rise since graduating from Columbia 

College Chicago just three years ago. 

She made her television debut in Ap-

ple TV+’s acclaimed legal thriller 

'Presumed Innocent' (2024), starring 

Jake Gyllenhaal, and will soon appear 

in Hulu’s 'The Testaments,' the sequel 

series to 'The Handmaid’s Tale.' An-

derson’s 'One Battle After Another,' 

loosely based on Thomas Pynchon’s 

novel 'Vineland,' follows Bob Fergu-

son (DiCaprio), a former revolution-

ary whose daughter Willa (Infiniti) 

disappears while both are pursued by 

a vengeful military leader (Sean 

Penn)." 

As seen in Newcity Today 

https://buu98scab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P-gQDSsFiApAYC_pzjoab2xjX_knYpM-0WJWtdyl-I7DK01PZum7RRP2a5znXudRJADmREvS5s148AxcLM5nEzxx3FrIriK6ZYwaibf7NXDOwLV-3Po-gVgteHgUWuVOl0ZekCKPL-xEnbFh-kjtDlo1y4xze5ib&c=xOXOSQ5cuChYkT9hiJWdiMLN9A2DP_H-UuB8iezUAPSwDIPqoUQsDA=
mailto:diana@southloopneighbors.org
https://newcity.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4bb6e1837388d7ef6049ef0cc&id=03368be234&e=64a14289af
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Lorraine Schmall 
Dearborn Park / September 2025 
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SA Cosby, King of Ashes, Flatiron Books:                    
Pine & Cedar (2025). 

A day or so after finishing King of Ashes, the newest crime 
noir tale from SA Crosby, I thought I heard gunshots over on 
State Street.  I spied a severed braid of human hair lying on the 
pavement and wondered whether the head, and not just the 
hair, were missing a body. I passed a crowd of dressed-to-kill 
concert-goers waiting for cabs outside a hotel on Michigan 
Avenue and I feared I might fall into the crossfire of a drive-by 
mass shooting.  I worried someone might start my car on fire 
when I visited Superior Nut Company in industrial Ca-
naryville.   As NPR noted, “restraint is not a hallmark of S.A. 
Cosby,” and his gruesome, graphic, and attention-grabbing 
prose in King of Ashes will leave most readers with searing 
images that are no easier to put down than the book itself.  Its 
pages are replete with the dead or soon-to-be; drug dealers; 
beautiful women who love criminals; dominatrices; crooked 
cops and politicians; unique techniques of torture; and an 
opening quote from multi-billionaire Medellin Cartel leader 
and mass murderer Pablo Escobar:  “All empires are created of 
blood and desire.”  The book, by autodidact Sean Cosby, is 
semi-autobigraphical.  In King of Ashes, Roman, the well-
educated son who escaped the flames of his family’s business, 
Carruthers Crematorium, warily returns to his small-town 
home, Virginia Run—abandoned by commerce and now con-
trolled by Black gangsters and their typical enterprises—from 
bougie Black Atlanta where he serves as financial advisor to 
the city’s rap riche.  Roman’s father’s in a coma, his mother’s 
dead (maybe), his bitter, Martha-of-a-sister’s running the 
Crematorium and trying to handle the baby brother, who’s 
addicted to drugs and alcohol and financially indebted to the 
mob.  Like Roman, Cosby says “filial devotion and the subtle  

coercions of kinfolk” forced him to drop out of college and 
care for his mother until she died, working at Home Depot 
and the family-owned funeral home.  His fictional town is 
not unlike Cosby’s own—Matthews, Virginia, near Peters-
burg, a city of 30,000, which charted the highest crime rate 
(and most horrific murders) in the state after industry 
moved out and drugs moved in.  The theme is operatic—
think Tosca—or Shakespearean, think Lear.  The Car-
ruthers are full of intergenerational secrets and lies, loyalty 
and moral compromise, ambition and fear, where each 
member is both victim and perpetrator.   Cosby’s writing is 
on par with the best crime storytellers: Dashiell Hammett, 
Martin Scorcese, Walter Mosely Giacomo Puccini, Wm 
Shakespeare.  The family nemeses are the Black Barron 
Brothers (BBB): “Terrence Gilchrist and his psycho of a 
brother Tracy Gilchrist have been double deep in the game 
since they were playing with hot wheels. Terrence commit-
ted his first murder at 16, but got off on a technicality when 
the main witness was found in the James river with a rat 
shoved down his throat and gutted like a fish.”  And as to 
rats, “if he starts talking, he'll end up in multiple jurisdic-
tions at the same time.” In his dealing with the BBB, Roman 
has to decide whether he’d “rule in hell rather than serve in 
heaven.” His history of hiding money and insider trading 
for his Atlanta clients is not right, but it’s a pretty long way 
from eviscerating teenagers, serving one’s enemies to the 
dogs, or putting still-living people into a crematory.  As Ro-
man ultimately decides, “Money is like acid. It 
burns through everything. Friendships, family, 
lovers, husbands and wives.” King of Ashes is a 
breathtaking way to stay warm on these chilly 
fall nights.  Dive into the fire. 
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714 S. Dearborn 
312.922.2104 

American Writers Museum 

180 N. Michigan Ave, 2nd Floor 

Chicago, IL 60601 

https://americanwritersmuseum.org/ 

Sandmeyer’s 
Bookstore has served 
Chicago’s South Loop 
since 1982, providing 
quality new books and 
unbeatable service.  A 
true mom-and-pop 
shop, Sandmeyer’s 
Bookstore has been 
family-owned and    
operated since the   
beginning. 
     Come browse our 
extensive collection of 
new releases, travel 
guides and children’s 
books.  Whether it’s a 
fresh copy of an old 
favorite or the latest 
bestseller, you’re al-
ways going to find 
something good at 
Sandmeyer’s. 

Welcome to  

Sandmeyer’s Bookstore! 

Independent.  Local.  Family-owned. 
From the moment you walk into 
Sandmeyer’s Bookstore, you can tell    
the difference. 

Despite James Baldwin's disavowal of Christianity in his youth, he con-
tinued to engage the symbols and theology of Christianity in works such 
as The Amen Corner, Just Above My Head, and others. With his new 
book Jimmy's Faith: James Baldwin, Disidentification, and the Queer Pos-
sibilities of Black Religion, author Christopher W. Hunt shows how Bald-
win's usage of those religious symbols both shifted their meaning and 
served as a way for him to build his own religious and spiritual vision. 
Hunt is interviewed by Northwestern professor Ivy Wilson. Books will be 
available for purchase and Hunt will sign them following the program. 
This is an in person program at the American Writers Museum. This 
program will also be livestreamed, and you can register for the link to 
the online broadcast here. 

https://americanwritersmuseum.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/american-prophets-james-baldwin-queer-christianity-online-tickets-1461619416019?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/american-prophets-james-baldwin-queer-christianity-online-tickets-1461619416019?aff=oddtdtcreator
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728 S Dearborn St 
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Opinion 
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or 
South Loop Referral Group.  

Magpie Wedding 

Guests  

July 11, 2025 

Regan Burke  

by Regan Burke In 
That Number: One 
March From the 
Streets of   Protest to 
the Halls of  Power  
(And Beyond) 
 Available at Sandmeyer’s Book 

Store and other places.   

COMMENT 

The Merlin app in my iPhone reported two singing     
Magpies above the deck built into the trees surrounding 
the wedding. Standing at the rail with my 19-year old 
grandson, we looked to the sounds — to one side of the 
dense forest, then to the other. 

“We should be able to see them,” I said. “They’re the size 
of a crow, with white bellies and flashy black wings.”  

The Merlin Bird-ID developed by the Cornell Lab of Orni-
thology, identifies birds by their song. It works like this:   
I open the app, Merlin tells me the name of the bird it 
hears, and I look for that bird. I’m satisfied, thrilled actu-
ally, with knowing who they are even if I don’t spot them. 

We were in Salt Lake City for Kirby and Nate Green’s 
wedding. My granddaughter. I had walked around my  
hotel neighborhood earlier looking for birds. Many North 
American birds, like the Magpie, never come over to my 
side of the Mississippi River in Chicago. They stay out 
West. On my morning walk, I spotted only the ubiquitous 
house sparrow. 

Magpies! Known as the world’s most intelligent animal, 
they are in the equally-smart crow family. Magpies have 
even been observed mimicking human speech. Trying to 
spot the Magpies on the on the deck, I thought of a time    
I visited Los Olivos, California.  

In the garden of a gift shop, I noticed a gregarious Magpie 
couple roosting on a shed. 

“Look them in the eye!”  

The proprietor instructed me to interact with the birds 
because of my exaggerated curiosity. My friend, Cappi 
Quigley, tried unsuccessfully to lure me away to the      
California artists’ original wares displayed around the 
garden. 

“They are wild pets,” the owner explained. “They’ll follow 
you, protect you. Lock onto their eyes and you will not be 
forgotten.” 

We drove out of Los Olivos five miles up Figueroa Moun-
tain Road to Michael Jackson’s Neverland Ranch for a look
-see. MJ had been dead for about two years then. 
We managed to snap each other’s photos in front 
of Neverland’s iron gates, just as the guard shooed us 
away. 

.  

Two Magpies yacked and magged at us the whole time 
from low hanging olive trees. They had followed us up 
from Los Olivos and all the way back to town, swooping 
down on the car and yelling, as if they were warning us 
away from Michael Jackson’s ranch. 

Folklorists report that Native Americans believe the sight 

of a single Magpie brings bad luck. But a pair of Magpies, 

as heard in the trees above the wedding, brings joy.              

I heard the Magpies again as Kirby and Nate exchanged 

their vows. There is a world where we might believe that 

those two Magpies have found their way from the trees 

above the wedding to Kirby and Nate’s backyard. And that 

the Magpies will roost on the shed, bringing joy to Kirby 

and Nate’s lives together as long as they live 

https://public-api.wordpress.com/bar/?stat=groovemails-events&bin=wpcom_email_click&redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fbackstoryessays.com%2F2025%2F08%2F13%2Ftexas-goodness%2F&sr=0&signature=73349ae6eef63f53b129caf38d56edb7&blog_id=100301623&user=149163845&_e=eyJlcnJvc
https://public-api.wordpress.com/bar/?stat=groovemails-events&bin=wpcom_email_click&redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fbackstoryessays.com%2F2025%2F08%2F13%2Ftexas-goodness%2F&sr=0&signature=73349ae6eef63f53b129caf38d56edb7&blog_id=100301623&user=149163845&_e=eyJlcnJvc
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/That-Number-Womans-Streets-Protest/dp/1948954125/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1AH4M5HOQ8JIY&keywords=in+that+number+regan+burke&qid=1642090387&sprefix=in+that+number+regan+burke%2Cspecialty-aps%2C116&sr=8-1
https://backstoryessays.com/
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CPA_____________ 

Valero & Associates, Inc. 

Marlene P. Valero, CPA, 

MST 

47 W. Polk Street 

Ste. 100-273 

Chicago, IL  60605 

(773)592.0472 

Marlene.p.valero 

@gmail.com 

Best Sellers 

Coming Soon! 

714 S. Dearborn 
312.922.2104 

Now Open 

Chengdu Bistro 

noodles and dumplings 

Szechuan 

730 S DearbornSt 

312.528.5282 

 

Dine in 

Carry Out 
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Kaleidoscope Quartet Illinois Tour 

PianoForte Studios, 1335 South Michigan Ave  
Chicago, IL 60605 United States  

https://pianofortechicago.com/events/ 

From Newcity Editor Brian Hieggelke 
September 3, 2025 

Purchase Tickets:  $30 

September 13 @ 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 

Minneso-
ta’s Kaleidoscope 
Quartet is bringing 
their artisanal a cap-
pella to Illinois! 

Come hear the great-
est hits from their 
Fuschia, Vermilion, 
and Cerulean pro-
grams: a colorful mix 
of folk tunes, pop 
songs, and new music 
by living composers, 
tailored to the Quar-
tet’s wide range and distinctive blend. 

This is a great event for couples, families, friends, or even 
a solo night of music. We love sharing the wonders of 
vocal music with everyone and anyone who likes to bask 
in rich harmonies. 

Discounts for 65+ and students age 13 through college. 
Children 12 and under get in free. 

Here’s to nostalgia.  
And not just because our 
world seems to be ca-
reening toward a cheesy 
disaster-movie denoue-
ment—madman in the 
White House, wars 
breaking out, viruses out 
of control, and the plan-
et itself burning up. Cue 
the heroic third act. 
Oh, yeah. Right. 
I happily tumbled down 
memory lane while 
working on this issue, 
especially while assem-
bling the oral history of 
Printers Row Lit Fest. 
That event started when 
Newcity started, and we grew up together. It’s still there, each 
fall outside my door, though I will always miss the gentle sum-
mer strains of Jack Scott’s lute playing floating through my 
window to remind me that books were in the air. So many 
memories, some highbrow, some as lowbrow as it gets, but 
here we all are. Still at it. 
And then Chicago’s first poet laureate, avery r. young, gave us a 
poem. He gave us two, actually. If you’ve ever been around 
avery, if you’ve ever seen him perform, you know. You know 
that he’s one of a kind, a generational, maybe epochal talent. 
No one else does what he does. No one else has ever done what 
he does, and no one ever will again. 
And then Ivan Brunetti sent us his masterpiece, “George Grosz 
in America: 1933-1948.” Ivan fits the nostalgia bill, because we 
go way back. He started contributing comics to Newcity in the 
1990s, when our regular weekly guy, Chris Ware, needed a 
break. Chris brought Ivan to us. Chris knows genius. 
Years later, Ivan edited the regular “Linework” feature for us, 
wherein we published some of the greatest emerging talents in 
comics, thanks to Ivan and his keen, generous eye for the me-
dium. Talents like Nick Drnaso, who would later create the 
first graphic novel ever longlisted for the prestigious Booker 
Prize. 
But we’ve never published anything like Grosz. Can you tell 
this lifelong lover of comics is excited? 
Ivan Brunetti and avery r. young together, in the same issue of 
this magazine. Hey, Liz Taylor, let’s pour a martini for that! 
And then there are so many other great stories within, includ-
ing the Art 50, which is the communal aggregation of the 
words of our writers, the photos of Joseph Mietus, and the 
souls of the artists we’ve tried to capture in this particular   
moment. 
And then there’s Dave Hoekstra’s latest. Another Chicago original. 
Dave had a long career at the Sun-Times before casting his lot with 
us. His story subjects are his alone, as is his writing style, which is like 
pulling a series of threads, following them to their ends, and some-
how weaving them all back together into a narrative that reminds 
you of being kind of blissfully drunk: I don’t know how I got here, but 
I like the way I feel. 

And then there’s the Fall Arts preview. Just forty-five pages of all 
the new season has to bring us. Yoko Ono, Billy Corgan and a 
whole bunch of names for tomorrow’s nostalgia. 

“A visual and visceral banquet 
that goes on for blocks”: An 
oral history of the Printers Row 
Lit Fest, as it turns forty 

A Nineties Icon Transformed: 
“A Night of Mellon Collie and 
Infinite Sadness” for the Lyric 
Opera 

Magic City: Chicago in the new 
golden age 

Plus seven sets of can’t-miss fall 
events 

Art 50 2025: Chicago’s art-
ists’ artists 

AND 

Poetry 
“on wishin dat baba Kent Fore-
man] & mama Maria [McCray] 
cud celebrate dis 40th berfday 
wif us [asé]” 

A new poem by avery r. young 

And so much more… 

IN THIS ISSUE 
The Garment District’s Last 
Stand 
Buddie Miller carries on his fa-
ther’s—and Chicago’s once-
thriving legacy 

How Bronzeville Plays in Peoria 
Preston Jackson never got his due 
in Chicago. So he took his mag-
num opus—and his guitar—home. 

George Grosz in America: 1933-
1948 
The life of an artist, in art. An ex-
tended comic by Ivan Brunetti.                                 
Youthquake! Art houses meet a 
new movie-mad generation 

 

 

https://newcity.com/
https://pianofortechicago.com/venue/pianoforte-studios-3/
https://kquartet.ticketspice.com/kaleidoscope-quartet-illinois-tour?t=pianoforte&tickets.event=PianoForte,%20Chicago
https://www.kquartet.com/
https://www.kquartet.com/
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Clark and Polk Streets 

312.224.1772 

Bingo with  Betty 

Last Wednesday of the month 

Thursdays 

700 S Wabash Ave 

Tickets are available at the door 
after 5:00PM 
21+ After 8:00PM  

 906 S Wabash The-revival.com 

SEATING POLICY:  
All tickets sold are General Admission, which means table/bar seating are on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Buying your ticket online in advance guarantees admission (not seating). We recommend arriv-
ing early for seating. 

Unapologetically           
unscripted. 

Unmistakably  Chicago. 
Hilarious live improv shows. Classes for every age and lev-
el. Unique experiences for companies, schools and groups. 

See a Show Take a Class 

MISSISSIPPI HEAT 
Ages 21 and up 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
Show: 8pm  $27.30 

Buddy Guy’s Legends 

Online ticket cut off time is 4:00PM day of show. 

Tickets are available at the door after 5:00PM 

Acoustic:  FRUTELAND JACKSON — 5:30- 7:30PM 

Opener: WINN NOLL – 8:00 – 9:00 

https://www.the-revival.com/shows
https://www.the-revival.com/adult-classes
https://buddyguy.com/venue/buddy-guys-legends/
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An Oral History of Printers Row Lit 
Fest, as It Turns Forty 
BY BRIAN HIEGGELKE | SEPTEMBER 1, 2025 

The Printers Row Book 
Fair was but a one-year-old 
just learning to walk when 
we started Newcity in 1986. 
Since our ambition then was 
merely to be a neighbor-
hood newspaper, the fledg-
ling event was one of the 
biggest stories in our small 
“town.” We covered it ac-
cordingly, assembling a mul-
ti-page guide to the budding 
fair. And we always had a 
booth to give out our little 
local publication. 

Over time, we both grew up. 
I got involved in program-
ming, producing an emerging writers panel each year, and 
we were inspired to launch the Lit 50, which would lead to 
other such lists and shape the identity of this publication. 
For a while, we also produced a well-attended party dur-
ing the event for both writers and booksellers. 

We’ve both hit middle age now, and it’s a great time to 
take a look at how our neighborhood fair grew to become 
the preeminent literary festival in the Midwest. (Brian 
Hieggelke) 

PART 1. The Eighties 
A New Cultural Gathering For A New 

Neighborhood 
By the mid-eighties architects Larry Booth and Harry 
Weese’s initiative to transform the vacant publishing 
houses of Printers Row into a residential district had 
started to take shape. One ambitious cultural produc-
er, Bette Cerf Hill, found herself right at the heart of it, 
running what was later called the Near South Plan-
ning Board, mostly funded by real estate developers 
looking to bring attention to the new neighborhood. In 
the summer of 1985, they launched the Printers Row 
Book Fair.  

Bette Cerf Hill, (founder, Printers Row Book 
Fair): Chicago was the heart of the printing industry and 
its heart was clustered around Dearborn Station, where 
the heavy paper was brought in and books were shipped 
out. Between 1886 and 1922 more than forty buildings 
were constructed in what is now The Printers Row Histor-
ic District. To honor that history, the Near South Planning 
Board created Printers Row Book Fair, now known as 
Printers Row Lit Fest. 

Printers Row Lit Fest, 2015 

Barbara Lynne (Co-
founder): The idea for a 
book fair, and subsequently 
a lit fest, was Bette Hill’s. 
When in Paris, she saw the 
booksellers along the Seine 
and thought that would be 
something we could do in 
Dearborn Station (which 
was a vacant wreck at that 
time). Bette always had a 
vision for something won-
derful. My job was to make 
the vision a reality. We 
were a good team. As the 
book fair grew each year, I 
spent most of my time on 
that and Bette focused on the authors, the number of which 
also grew each year. I rarely heard any of the authors speak 
as there was always some crisis on the street that kept me 
busy. 

Hill: Bruce Sagan, who owned his own printing plant on 
the South Side, suggested we put up book stalls like they 
have in Paris, but this is Chicago and the outdoors is some-
times a thing. But a once-a-year book fair seemed possible. 
I told Barbara Lynne, my partner at the planning board, 
about this new idea and she broke into tears. She knew all 
the details would be up to her and they were. 

We invited bookstore owners to a meeting to ask how and 
if it could be done. They offered help and Brad Jonas of 
Powell’s Bookstore became an early champion. He helped 
us lure pasty-faced bookstore owners to bring their pre-
cious books out into the sunshine. Or worse, they asked, 
“What if it rains?” 

 

PART 1. The Eighties 
A New Cultural Gathering For A New 

Neighborhood 
By the mid-eighties architects Larry Booth and Harry 
Weese’s initiative to transform the vacant publishing houses 
of Printers Row into a residential district had started to take 
shape. One ambitious cultural producer, Bette Cerf Hill, found 
herself right at the heart of it, running what was later called 
the Near South Planning Board, mostly funded by real estate 
developers looking to bring attention to the new neighbor-
hood. In the summer of 1985, they launched the Printers Row 
Book Fair.  

We offered plastic tarps and promised they would not be 
needed. 

And they were not needed for the first several years, but 
then one day the sky did open, the clear plastic tarps were 
thrown over the books and everyone ran for shelter. We 
thought it was the worst thing that could happen. I remem-
ber watching, sadly, thinking it was the end.  

Bette Cerf Hill 

Continued on next page 

https://lit.newcity.com/author/brianhey/
https://printersrowlitfest.org/
https://printersrowlitfest.org/
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CLICK HERE FOR THE REST OF THE STORY 

When the rain stopped, people came out of their shelters and 
quickly went back to where they had been, and began wiping 
away the rain drops to see the titles hiding safely beneath. 
Everything sprang back to life. 

Lois Weisberg, fabled commissioner of Chicago Department 
of Cultural Affairs, offered encouragement and printed the 
first charming black-and-white posters while giving us our 
first program director, who enlisted the 1984-85 Northwest-
ern Triquarterly authors to speak. 

Ellen Sandmeyer (co-founder, Sandmeyer’s 
Bookstore): Seeing the many-block expanse of the lit fest 
these days, with tents and booths full of books, booksellers, 
authors and all kinds of literary action, it is hard to believe 
that it all began as a volunteer community effort. Power-
house visionary Bette Cerf Hill had brought together an advi-
sory committee of publishers, booksellers, writers and neigh-
bors who worked for a year in advance of the one-day-long 
inaugural book fair. It was quite a feat bringing it to vibrant 
life. 

My husband Ulrich and I had front-row seats, as it was to 
take place right in front of Sandmeyer’s Bookstore on Dear-
born Street. What I remember best of that first exciting 
morning that first year was that when all was ready to begin 
there proved to be no electricity available to power the 
sound system. In short order, Bette magicked up a very long, 
sturdy extension cord that we plugged in at the shop, ran out 
the front door, down the steps (carefully marked with cau-
tion tape), then around the corner to the stage so the show 
could go on. And what a show it has been from that moment 
on! 

Hill: The first year we promised booksellers that we would 
take all the books inside on Saturday night and put them out 
again on Sunday morning. The workers at Sagan’s The 
Southtown Economist did the heavy lifting. The only tent we 
had was to house speakers. I remember a talk by sports an-
nouncer Jack Brickhouse, who had put together a book of 
funny letters from his fans. I remember being outside and 
seeing the tent lit from within and hearing the laughter of the 
audience echo down Dearborn Street. The exhausted, sun-
burned booksellers and neighbors and visitors all said they 
loved it. 

Jack Scott (lute player): I started seeing signs for something 
called the Printers Row Book Fair. So I thought, what a great 
idea. It was all up and down Dearborn Street from the Dear-
born Station to what is now called Ida B. Wells Drive. I loved 
it! There were book dealers from the Midwest and some from 
all around the country. 

There was a mainstage for music, readings, and what-have-
you. I got an introduction to Barbara Lynne, who was in 
charge of the whole operation. I explained that I played jazz 
on the flute and sixteenth- and seventeenth-century solo 
stuff on the lute. She thought the lute was a great idea. She 
put me on the mainstage as the first act in the morning both 
Saturday and Sunday. This continued without a break for 
well over the next twenty-five years, when Barbara Lynne 
retired. It was a good run. 

 

In  just a few years, the Printers Row Book Fair established 
itself as a pillar of Chicago’s literary community. By then a 
site just blocks away had been selected for the new main 
branch of the Chicago Public Library system, and a design 
competition was held for the commission. Mayor Harold 
Washington, an avid reader who had championed the pro-
ject, passed away suddenly before construction got under-
way, and the new library was named in his honor. 

Hill: A few years later, to give it a bit of class, and in honor 
of the new main library opening, we began to give the Har-
old Washington Literary Award. The winner is the keynote 
speaker at Printers Row Lit Fest. It started with Susan 
Sontag and has included Ralph Ellison, Margaret Atwood, 
Kurt Vonnegut and so many more.   

Continued from previous page: Printers Row Lit Fest 

newcity.com 

Adult Fiction Book Discussion: Mexican Gothic 
Saturday, September 20, 11:00am–12:00pm 
Harold Washington Library Center 
Join us at the Harold Washington Library Center 
on the third Saturday of each month from 11 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. for a fiction book discussion for adults. 
On Saturday, September 20, we'll dis-
cuss Mexican Gothic by Silvia Moreno-Garcia 
Copies… 

Registration closes on September 19 at 

12:00am (4 spots remaining)Register for event   

Adults: 18 and up   English 

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor: 
Just Shine! 

Saturday, September 20, 1:00pm–2:00pm 
Harold Washington Library Center 
Chicago Public Library is pleased to welcome U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor and art-
ist Jacqueline Alcántara for a discussion about 
their new book, Just Shine!: How To Be A Better 
You. The event will be moderated by… 

Registration full Join waitlist 
Author Events 
Kids: 6 to 13 years 
Preschoolers: 3 to 5 years 

Tweens: 10 to 13 years   English 

https://mailchi.mp/87221f555ad2/an-oral-history-of-printers-row-lit-fest-cant-miss-film-music-authors-pen-ai-settlement-craft-breweries-go-beyond-beer?e=64a14289af
https://youtu.be/QnHTndyC0Qk?si=lSD-XmqWCxuOKBEP
https://youtu.be/QnHTndyC0Qk?si=lSD-XmqWCxuOKBEP
https://newcity.com/
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/events/67d859c6075f7728007114a8
https://www.chipublib.org/locations/34
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/events/67d859c6075f7728007114a8
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?audiences=53f250153860d10000000012
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?languages=53972f6140581f365d00000e
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/events/68a5e31cee7045528b83ca50
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/events/68a5e31cee7045528b83ca50
https://www.chipublib.org/locations/34
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/events/68a5e31cee7045528b83ca50
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?types=52ec53226ea5ed000000000f
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?audiences=53f250153860d10000000010
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?audiences=53f250153860d1000000000f
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?audiences=5bc796d5c0db9c5c64d684c9
https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?languages=53972f6140581f365d00000e
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Lit Fest 
2025 

Jos. And Bessie Feinberg Foundation Stage 

Getting ready 

A Welcoming from China Town 

Love the sentiment on this shirt 

Coffee at Necessary and Sufficient 

PHOTOS:  September 6, 2025 by Al Hippensteel 
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                 PRAIRIE SHORES  

    PROPERTYMANAGEMENT LLC 

                     700 N. Sacramento Blvd. Suite 301      

                             Chicago, Illinois 60612              

                            

        773-878-3300 tel.     773-878-3306 fax 

             

www.PrairieShoresManagement.com 

Dearborn Express 
Al Hippensteel, editor 
312.939.8888 
thedearbornexpress@gmail.com 
Dearbornexpress.org 

Chicago’s only condominium management firm 
specializing exclusively in vintage buildings.   
Property managers for Peterson Lofts, Harrison 
Street Lofts and The Moser Condominiums.                                                                  
All located in Printers Row. 

https://chicago.urbanize.city/ 

Former site of the George Diamond’s Restaurant, destroyed by 

fire in 2006.  Shows recent activity at 626 S. Wabash.   

 Photo:  9/5/2025 

With an updated design by Antunovich Associates, 
the project will deliver a 19-story mixed-use build-
ing. Rising just under 218 feet, it will hold 164 resi-
dential units as well as 4,100 square feet of ground 
floor retail space. The design utilizes a mix of black 
and white metal panels to break up the massing 
otherwise encased in a glass window wall system.  

Marketing the building towards students and young 
professionals, the unit mix will include 80 studios, 
ranging from 450 to 580 square feet, 24 two-beds av-
eraging 800 square feet, and 60 four-bedroom config-
urations averaging 1,200 square feet. Studios will 
rent for an estimated $1,700/month, larger studios 
will rent for about $2,100/month, two-beds will rent 
for approximately $3,000/month, and the four-
bedroom units will rent for roughly $5,000/month. 

626 S. Wabash   Antunovich Associates  

http://www.prairieshoresmanagement.com/
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Dr. Patricia Novick is a resident of Dearborn Park.   

My life has been shaped, and still is, by a man I met in my 
teens, whose name was Martin. 
I’ll begin with an experience from before I met him. 

My older sister, almost ten years older than me, was bril-
liant. Before I was born, she was one of the famous “Quiz 
Kids” on the radio. Later, she got a Ph.D. from the Universi-
ty of Chicago when she was seventeen years old. 

Mistakenly thinking that their genes must only produce  
geniuses, my parents falsified my birth certificate so they 
could enroll me in school a couple of years before I would 
normally have begun. To make things worse, I was small for 
my age. Everything around me was vast. The playground 
felt like an immense continent. Other kids shied away from 
me, the runt, and me from them, the giants. I was standing 
by the playground, by myself, very alone and afraid, when 
teachers passed out these little cans of orange juice, small,  
I think you know them, and they sort of taste medicinal or 
metallic. I was sipping the orange juice, and the sun was 
shining, and all at once, I was dramatically shifted. I think 
maybe even raised up off the ground. I felt warmth and 
brightness and safety, happiness and peace. I didn't have a 
name for it then; now I call it my first experience of God. 

Later, in the summer of my 16th birthday, I had to find a 
job. I had seen civil rights workers on television from the 
South, and I was very moved by what they were doing.  The 
labor movement and the civil rights movement were very 
closely tied, and my sister’s husband was a labor lawyer, so 
I called him and asked whether he could get me a civil 
rights job, and he did – working for SCLC, the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, Dr. King's organization, 
with my work paid for by the Jewish Council on Urban Af-
fairs and the Catholic Interracial Council. 

I had been taken by what many of the civil rights workers    
I had seen on TV were wearing, denim overalls and red 
bandanas. That seemed to me like a kind of uniform of the 
movement. So I went to Sears before my first day of work 
and got some denim overalls and a red bandana of my own, 
and proudly wore it on my first day. 

That first morning, at Westside Christian Parish where the 
office was, there was a meeting of the staff, and I got there 
early so I could sit in the front row and everyone could see 
by my attire how faithful I was to the cause. 

After a while, Dr. King came in, and he was wearing a white 
linen suit.  It looked delicious to me, like ice cream. He 
glanced at me, and then he talked, with a voice that was al-
so like delicious ice cream, about our work in the North. He 
said we would be in people's churches, and we'd need to  

look like them and connect with them.  He glanced at me 
again. I got the point. 

That evening, the phone rang in my apartment and the re-
markable voice on the other end of the line said, “Hello Pa-
tricia, this is Martin King.” 

And so he became Martin to me. My job duties often in-
cluded riding in the back seat of a car with him – him in the 
front seat – to help out at a meeting or do some other basic 
task. He would talk, not really to me or to anyone but just 
to himself or perhaps to the universe, about racism, equali-
ty, peace, justice, God and society.  And I felt like I had with 
that orange juice in the schoolyard – lifted, connected, nu-
minous, transcendent. 

When we arrived, it would be to a union hall or some simi-
lar place, with drab gray walls and linoleum on the floor 
and very bright lights and tattered folding chairs, quite ug-
ly, existentially ugly.  And Martin would speak to the peo-
ple there, and I would stand at the side, against the wall, 
and put my hands on the wall, and as he spoke, I could feel 
the wall vibrate, and I could feel it in my fingers and my 
arms, and all the way up. Every single time.  

A job I had at SCLC was to manage the redlining project. 
Redlining was how African-Americans were kept from 
buying homes or renting in white neighborhoods.  We 
would send a black couple in to apply for an apartment. 
They would get refused. Then a white couple would go 
in.  And they would get the apartment. And sometimes 
there weren't enough white people, so I would actually get 
to go and play the white apartment-hunter.  And I got more 
pissed and more angry and more upset every time I did 
this, and I felt troubled and sad. 

I also helped plan the routes that our protest marches 
would take into the white neighborhoods. A seminary stu-
dent and I would go into the neighborhoods and try to find 
routes with the fewest trees from which racists could 
throw firecrackers or debris or rocks or bottles or bags of 
shit and piss, down at the marchers.  But there was still 
plenty of violence against the marchers from ground level, 
or from buildings or the unavoidable trees. 

In the worst of that, the most difficult and terrifying mo-
ments of attack, Martin would stop and say, “Let us pray 
for them.” And we would all kneel down and pray for them, 
for blessing in their lives, for the best of the community, for 
all people and together.  

When we marched in Marquette Park, we found when we 
got back to where we had parked our cars that they had all 
been set afire and destroyed. One of them was my first car, 
that I was of course still making payments on. Police       
escorted us out.   

The frustration, anger, confusion, and pain kept building 
inside me, and I would walk around the SCLC office trying 
to cope. Around the block, around the block, and around 
the block some more. 

  

Guest Essay 

by Patricia Novick 

Continued on next page 
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One day I was outside, kicking the dirt and trying not to 
cry or scream. There was only dirt all around because 
fires had burned out all the grass. I didn't realize that 
Martin had come out. He didn't usually come out by him-
self – there were people protecting him. He came out, 
and he tapped me on my shoulder, and I turned around, 
and he said, “You will make this bloom again. You are a 
woman warrior.” And I felt blessed. I was blessed.  

I tried to live my life to honor Martin’s assessment of me. 
I have been involved in a lot of movements. Still am. 

One day quite a bit later in my life it became clear to me 
that there was more that needed to be honored, from my 
experience on that playground to the vibrations in the 
union halls and other experiences of transcendence. 

I needed to become an ordained minister. I went to semi-
nary at the University of Chicago.  I went up to the third 
floor of the seminary in this Gothic building with curved 
arches, heavy windows, and stone floors, dark, powerful, 
and imposing, and I looked out the window.  And I could 
see the playground that had seemed so terrifyingly vast. 
It looked the size of a postage stamp, much the way 
many of our worst fears look when viewed from the 
right perspective. 

And now I am the Reverend Patricia Novick. I trust, with 
Martin, that the arc of the moral universe may be long, 
but it bends toward justice. I am responsible for that leg-
acy. I am responsible for that work. I continue. I am a 
woman warrior. I pray for them, even in these hard 
times, as I go forward toward what may bloom again. 

Continued from previous page, Patricia Novick. 

Afternoon at Dearborn Park.   

South Loop Neighbors Annual Yard Sale, twice a year in the 

Spring and in September when the Lit Fest weekend is     

scheduled.   

https://www.southloopfarmersmarket.com/printers-row-on-saturdays
https://www.southloopfarmersmarket.com/night-market-on-thursdays
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Near West Side Condo Complex 
Marks 100 Years By Recreating 
Historic Water Street Market 
The Water Street Market operated out of six buildings 
1925-2001. Now trendy condos, its residents marked the 
centennial by recreating the market — complete with a 
produce stand stocked by some previous vendors.  
by Charles ThrushAugust 26, 2025 
 

NEAR WEST SIDE — The nearly 1,000-unit University Com-

mons complex on the Near West Side wasn’t always a trendy 

condominium development. In fact, the buildings that are 

now condos housed the city’s largest produce market — the 

South Water Market — from 1925 to 2001. 

On Sunday, the historical condo building complex turned 
back the clock, including operating is it did for much of the 
20th century. 

A block party was held Sunday at University Commons, cen-

tered along 15th Street from Racine Avenue to Morgan 

Street, to commemorate the centennial anniversary of the 

former home of the South Water Market that has since been 

converted into condos. 

The event recreated a small produce stand that would have 
been featured in the complex’s buildings years ago, featuring 
bushels of apples and oranges and a hand-painted sign hang-
ing from the building’s renovated canopy. Several vehicles 
from the 1920s were parked in the street for passerby to 
take pictures with. The Chicago Metro Chorus, a barbershop 
quartet, provided time-period appropriate entertainment. 

Companies who stored and sold produce out of the South 

Water Market even returned to the site for one day only. 

“I think a lot of people move here and don’t realize that they 
live in a historic building and part of the cool thing is we 
have the original facade still intact,” said Chloe Koegel, who 
runs the buildings’ homeowners association and helped or-
ganize Sunday’s event. “Even the loading docks haven’t 
changed.” 

The South Water Market opened in its terra cotta-clad build-

ings in 1925. It was named after Water Street, which is 

where the city’s earlier produce market was located Down-

town. 

But the Downtown riverfront market was vacated by court 
order to make way for the construction of Wacker Drive. So 
the produce suppliers and retailers moved to the Near West 
Side in 1925, building the warehouses on relatively cheap 
real estate in an area that had developed a nasty reputation 
for criminal activity, according to historian Frederick Rex. 

By the late 20th century, pressure from developers in the 

area began to loom. The market’s proximity to the University 

of Illinois Chicago made it desirable for college students and 

young professionals. Like the nearby original Maxwell Street 

market, South Water Market eventually closed, shutting 

down officially in 2001. 

 

The complex’s six buildings were added to Landmarks Illinois’ 
“Chicagoland Watch List” of endangered buildings in 2002. But 
the buildings were then sold to a developer, who converted the 
complex into condos from 2004-2007. By that time, most 
wholesale produce sellers migrated further southwest to the 
Chicago International Produce Market, 2404 S. Wolcott Ave. 

The buildings were added to the National Register of Historic 
Places in 2004. 

One of the many families present at Sunday’s celebration were 
the Truongs, who worked out of a market stall in the 90s and 
2000s as a wholesale distributor of Asian produce. 

Troung Enterprises remained on the strip long after many of 
the other warehouses shut down in 2001, eventually relocating 
to a larger lo“This neighborhood has changed dramatically,” 
said Nhoan Truong, who opened the business with his brother, 
Hieu Truong, in 1992. “It used to be a warzone – it’s definitely 
gotten safer, as you can see. It was so hectic on these little 
streets, you’d often see traffic backups because 18-wheelers 
would block the rights of way for everyone else. It’s nice to see 
the buildings still standing and to see families living here.” 

The Truong’s mother even purchased a condo unit in one of the 
building in an effort to continue holding down roots in the 
neighborhood. 

“I would go in here everyday,” said Tu Luu, who worked along-
side her husband, Hieu, at Truong enterprises. “I would bring 
my daughter with me, she worked too because we didn’t have a 
babysitter. We worked seven days a week and would open up 
really early in the morning.” 

Tu Luu and Hieu Truong’s daughter, Jasmine Truong, remem-
bered being impressed by the warehouse’s freight elevator. 

“It was gigantic, you could probably fit half a car into it,” she 
said. “You had to manually stop it every time. It was kind of 
scary.” 

“But you’d get the hang of it,” Luu interrupted with a laugh. 

The former Water Street market (left) is now the University        
Commons (right). Credit: Provided  

https://blockclubchicago.org/author/charles-thrush/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/08/24/near-west-side-condo-complex-marks-100-years-by-recreating-historic-water-street-produce-market/?share=jetpack-whatsapp&nb=1
https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/08/24/near-west-side-condo-complex-marks-100-years-by-recreating-historic-water-street-produce-market/?share=jetpack-whatsapp&nb=1
https://universitycommonschicago.com/
https://www.chipublib.org/blogs/post/the-new-south-water-market/
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https://

columiachronicle.com/ 

CLICK HERE FOR THE REST OF THE STORY 

Oshun Cortez, sophomore introduces himself infront of new-

comers and veterans on the fourth floor of the 618 building on 

Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025. 

Latino Alliance welcomes students 
amid ICE activity 
As federal immigration enforcement ramps up in Chicago, 
some Columbia students are starting the semester with 
more on their minds than classes. The Latino Alliance is 
offering a refuge on campus. 

By Julia Martinez Arroyo and Marc Balbarin  9/5/2025 
 

The first week of a new semester at Columbia carries the 
usual excitement of meeting classmates, settling into dorms 
and imagining what the year might bring. But for some stu-
dents, that optimism is tempered by worry about family 
members who could be targeted by federal agents. 

 The Trump administration has slated a six-week federal 
crackdown in Chicago, with hundreds of Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement and Department of Homeland Secu-
rity expected to deploy, using the Naval Station Great Lakes 
outside of the city as a logistical hub. Latino neighborhoods, 
already bracing for disruptions and heightened anxiety, 
have seen community events such as the El Grito Mexican 
Independence Day festival postponed. 

 “There’s this anxious feeling following me around,” 
said Rachell Juarez, a first-year technical theater major with 
a concentration in management. “I have that worried feel-
ing about my parents and family, specifically my parents 
and my sister who immigrated here.” 

 It’s a reminder that the stressors tied to immigration en-
forcement are not abstract for many students at Columbia.  

 Juarez was at the first meeting of the Latino Alliance stu-
dent group this week, where students tried to set aside 
some of the anxiety and build connections.  

 The group meets regularly on the fourth floor of the 618 S. 
Michigan Ave building. 

 “Regardless of what’s going on outside, we’re going to be 
keeping that space open,” said Adilene Vega, co-president 
of the Latino Alliance and a senior art history major with a 
minor in Latin American studies. 

 At Columbia, 27.6 percent of students identified as Hispan-
ic in 2024, according to the Office of Institutional Effectiveness. 

 Nationally, at least 5.3 million students from immigrant 
families attended U.S. colleges and universities in 2021, ac-
cording to an analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data by the Mi-
gration Policy Institute. 

 For their first meeting, the group hosted “La Vision Board 
Night” on Wednesday, Sept. 3, inviting students to map out 
goals for 2025 while meeting peers in a colorful multimedia 
room decorated with murals and art pieces that stress com-
munity and resistance. 

 “I think it was just really important to have a welcome-
back-to-school space, and I’m happy that Latino Alliance 
could be a part of that,” said Vega. 

 Stefanie Valle, the other co-president of the group and a 
senior fine arts and illustration major, also took the oppor-
tunity to emphasize the resources on campus available to 
first-year students. 

  

“If they don’t know about their resources or anything 
about Columbia or the Latino community, I just wanted to 
introduce them and let them all know they have a welcom-
ing space here,” she told the Chronicle. 

 Vega said Latino Alliance creates a space for students to 
“decompress” and offers a community for new students. 

 “There’s a space for them outside of their home or wher-
ever their family is,” Vega said. “We’re looking out for each 
other.”  

 Oshun Cortez, the Student Organization Council repre-
sentative for Latino Alliance, was in a similar position to 
many other first year students when he initially joined the 
club. 

 “I was really scared because I used to be in a pretty small 
town where not a lot of hispanics were around,” said Cor-
tez, who is now a sophomore film and television major. 
When he went to the Latino Alliance meeting for the first 
time, he finally got out of his shell.  

 Cortez said he hopes his peers will have a similar uplifting 
experience. 

 “We try our best to bring everyone together and have 
them feel safe,” said Cortez. “I really want them to come 
back and feel hope within themselves and their communi-
ty around them.”  

 Juarez, who is from Colorado, said getting to know Chica-
go has also helped her feel comfortable. 

 “I think the fact that Chicago is very anti-everything that’s 
going on right now makes me feel better,” she said. 

 Vega said she wants students to see the group as a place 
where students can connect through not only their back-
grounds but also their shared interests in school, “which 
can seem like small stuff, but it’s also like building that 
conversation, getting to know them as people and learning 
their histories.” 

 Copy edited by Manuel Nocera 

 

https://columbiachronicle.com/topstory/latino-alliance-welcomes-students-amid-ice-activity/
https://columbiachronicle.com/staff_name/julia-martinez-arroyo/
https://columbiachronicle.com/staff_name/marc-balbarin/
https://news.wttw.com/2025/09/04/under-threat-ice-strikes-el-grito-canceled-and-communities-prepare-mexican-independence
https://about.colum.edu/effectiveness/factbook-2024.pdf
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Immigrant-Origin-Students-in-Higher-Education-October-2020.pdf
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Immigrant-Origin-Students-in-Higher-Education-October-2020.pdf
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Grant Park Framework Plan 

The presentation by South Loop Neighbors and the 

Chicago Park District highlighted the ideas and sugges-

tions that have been broght forth by community mem-

bers.  The focus here was the south end of Grant Park.  

The presenter was Michael Lange from the Departmen 

of Planning for the Chicago Park District.  Funding 

comes from an annual 30 million dollar bond offer.   

Several concepts were discussed.  The decking over of 

the railroad tracks providing more space for picnic 

groves, bike lanes. And paths.  The emphasis noted by 

South Loop Neighbors President Jim Wales was to 

come up with ideas that can be achievable.  Decking 

over the railroad tracks might not be economically fea-

sible but maybe a partial decking over would.   

Rethinking of the Grand entrance at Ida B Wells was 

presented with two options.  To block vehicliar traffic 

at Michigan.  Another options would be to limit vehicu-

lar access by one lane on bothe sides to create expande 

formal pedestrian promenades on axis with Bucking-

ham Fountain. 

Another talked about suggestion was to depress DuSa-

ble Lakeshore Drive at Queens Landing.  Or construct a 

bridge that would be level with the fountain plaza.   

 

Michael Lange, left, answering questions after the presentations.   

Other streets might have fewer lanes makingit easier 

to cross Columbus, as an example. 

Questions from the audience ranged from providing 

space for a community garden to more tennis courts.  

Why aren’t concession allowed?   

There are no plans to move the sculpture Agora.  But 

they can if the community wants that space for a   

childrens park, for instance.   

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/media/38201/

download?inline 
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Folks out enjoying a warm Summer evening and participating in Board 

Game Night sponsored by Printers Row PAC.   

Photos by Janice Koerber on August 21st, 2025. 
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Illinois Coalition for Immigrant & 
Refugee Rights Rally 

No Trump/ No Troops 

Protestors took to Michigan Avenue in down-
town Chicago on Saturday evening, rallying 
against President Donald Trump’s plans to 
send federal troops to the area for expanded 
immigration enforcement. 

The “No Trump, No Troops” protest began at 
5 p.m. at the intersection of Ida B. Wells Drive 
and Michigan Avenue near Grant Park. De-
monstrators then marched, stopping briefly 
at the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) office, the Dirksen Federal Building 
and Trump Tower. 

“We cannot accept the divide-and-conquer 

rhetoric that calls our neighbors criminals, 

calls our siblings illegals,” Kobi Guillory, an 

activist with the Chicago Alliance Against 

Racist and Political Repression (CAARPR), 
said.   WGN NEWS  

September 6, 2025  at Ida B Wells and Michigan Ave. by Al Hippensteel 
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Opinion 
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the  editor or 
South Loop Referral Group.  

Bonnie may be gone 

. . But her opinions remain 

From May 30, 2014 
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The Dearborn                

Express 

This publication is sponsored by the South 
Loop Referral Group, a professional and 
business networking group.  It is our mis-
sion to provide the Printers Row area with 
current news and to promote local busi-
nesses and organizations.  This publica-
tion will be distributed through email to 
individuals who wish to receive it.   If you 
have any questions or would like to con-
tribute information , please email us :     
thedearbornexpress@gmail.com 

Did you know the South 
Loop Neighborhood Watch - 
Police Beat 123 has a          
facebook page?   
We do!...and we encourage you to use it! 

The South Loop Neighborhood Watch –  

Police Beat 123 Facebook Page is a crime 

communication tool intended to enable the 

rapid sharing of crime alerts and crime    

prevention news specifically for Police Beat 

123. This area is the section of the South 

Loop that is bordered by Ida B. Wells on the 

north, Roosevelt Road on the South, the 

Chicago River on the west and Michigan 

Avenue on the east. 

Link to Facebook 

group:                                                            

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/1475398529519963/ 

Please stay engaged!  The safety and        

security of our neighborhood 

is everyone's business! 

17-year-old shot at traffic light in South 

Loop, Chicago police say 

Story by ABC7 Chicago Digital Team 
 A 17-year-old was shot while sitting at a traffic light in the South 
Loop, Chicago police said. 

The shooting happened on Sunday at about 3:30 a.m. in the 700 
block of S. Wells Street, police said. 

 

17-year-old shot at traffic light in South Loop, Chicago police say 

A 17-year-old boy was the passenger in a car stopped at a traffic 
light when a man walked up and started shooting. 

Police said multiple shots were fired at the car. 

The teen was shot in the right arm; he was taken to an area hospital 
and is expected to be OK, police said. 

Nobody is in custody. 

Woman shot in face, killed in South Loop after alterca-

tion: Chicago police 

ByLissette Nuñez  

Monday, September 8, 2025 11:15AM 

CHICAGO (WLS) -- A 31-year-old woman was shot and killed Mon-
day morning in Chicago's South Loop, Chicago police said. 

The woman was outside in the 2200-block of South State Street just 
after 9:05 a.m., police said. 

She was involved in a physical altercation with a known female sus-
pect, when the suspect pulled out a gun and shot her in the face, police 
said. 

The woman was taken to Stroger Hospital, where she died, police said. 

The suspect was taken into custody, and Area Three detectives are in-
vestigating. 

It was not immediately clear what led up to the fight between the two. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1475398529519963/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1475398529519963/
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Police Blotter 

Next CAPS Meeting  Sept 10, 2025 

5pm, Grace Place 

 Beat 123 

 

http://home.chicagopolice.org/ 

caps.001district@chicagopolice.org  

8/24/2025  1:27pm   50 E 14th St 

AGGRAVATED DOMESTIC BATTERY Beat 131 

8/23/2025  9:30pm  1300 S Wabash 

AUTO THEFT  on street  Beat 131 

8/21/2025  11pm  1200 S State 

NON-AGGRAVATED SEXUAL ASSAULT  on street  Beat 131 

8/20/2025  12 Midnight  20 E Roosevelt Rd 

ARMED ROBBERY on sidewalk  Beat 131 

8/15/2025  8:36pm   1800 S Wabash 

AUTO THEFT on Street  Beat 131 

8/14/2024  10:58pm  1200 S Wabash 
AGGRAVATED BATTERY  at Gas Station  Beat 131 

8/14/2025 9am   1300 S Wabash 
AUTO THEFT  on Street  Beat 131 

8/11/2025  2:31pm  1200 S Wabash 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT, Knife at Jewel  Beat 131 

8/11/2024  1:19am  1500 S Wabash 
BURGLARY  Small retail store  Beat 131 

8/28/2025  400 E 18th Dr 
SCOOTER/BIKE THEFT  Beat 132 

8/24/2025  8pm  2000 S Michigan 
AUTO THEFT  Beat 132 

8/24/2025  10:30am  2200 S Michigan 
AUTO THEFT  on street  Beat 132 
8/24/2025  4am  500 E Solidarity Dr 
ARMED ROBBERY, Handgun  on Sidewalk  Beat 132 

8/22/2025  11am  300 E Roosevelt 
STRONG ARM ROBBERY No weapon  Beat 132 

8/28/2025   4pm  600 S State 
AUTO THEFT  Non-Res Parking Garage  Beat 123 

8/27/2025  1:15pm  1100 S Wabash 
AUTO THEFT  on street  Beat 123 

8/25/2025 5:15am  700 S Plymouth 
ARSON ATTEMPT apartment  Beat 123 

8/24/2025  12:15 am 1000 S State 
AUTO THEFT  on street  Beat 123 

8/23/2025  6:42pm  900 S Wabash 
AUTO THEFT Non-Res Parking lot  Beat 123 
 

Beat 123 –River 
to Michigan Av; 
Ida B. Wells to  
Roosevelt Rd.   

Man shot in the head while walking with 
fiancée in South Loop 
August 25, 2025 9:19 AM CWBChicago South Loop 
 
A man was shot in the head Sunday night near a South Loop shop-
ping center after an apparently random encounter with an armed 
man. 
Around 9:08 p.m., officers responded to a call about a suspicious 
person running into a parking garage along the 500 block of West 
Roosevelt Road. Moments later, a second call came in reporting 
that someone had been shot on the same block. 
Police arriving at the scene learned the victim was already being 
rushed to Rush Hospital by car. He was later transferred to Stroger 
Hospital, where he was listed in fair condition with a gunshot 
wound to the head. 
A witness told investigators he had just stepped off a bus when the 
victim approached, clutching his head and asking for help. A wom-
an who identified herself as the victim’s fiance e reported that they 
were walking together when a man came up to them, pulled a gun, 
and shot the victim. 
The gunman was described as a Black male, about 6’2” tall, slim 
build, weighing 160 to 170 pounds, wearing all black clothing and 
a hat.   So far, no arrests have been announced. 

https://cwbchicago.com/ 

PERIOD August 10 to August 24th 

LARCENY THEFT    

AUTO THEFT 

VANDALISM 

MISC 

SIMPLE BATTERY 

FRAUD 

SIMPLE ASSAULT   

ARSON 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 

BURGLARLY 

Beat 123 –River 
to Michigan Av; 
Ida B. Wells to  
Roosevelt Rd.   

8/23/2025  11:43pm  700 S Michigan 
AUTO THEFT  Non Res Parking garage  Beat 123 

8/19/2025  9pm  600 S LaSalle 
AUTO THEFT  Non-Res Parking  Beat 123 

8/19/2025  8:30pm  700 S Clark 
AUTO THEFT  on street  Beat 123 

8/19/2025  12Noon  800 S Financial 
AUTO THEFT  on street  Beat 123 

8/17/2025 9pm  800 S Michigan 
AUTO THEFT  Non Res Parking garage  Beat 123 

8/17/2025  4:40PM  500 S Wells 
AUTO THEFT Non Res Parking  Beat 123 

8/16/2025  9:45am  State and E 8th St 
AUTO THEFT  Non-Res Parking garage Beat 123 

https://cwbchicago.com/2025/08
https://cwbchicago.com/author/crimeinboystown
https://cwbchicago.com/category/south-loop
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Real Estate Transactions  

Susan Dickman - Koenigrubloff/
Berkshire Hathaway Home         

773-627-8176  

 

Susandickman.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Rosen                         

Keller Williams 

312.545.7148 

 

  

Dearborn Street Realty 

Tom Feddor,  

312.203.3841 

tomfeddor@gmail.com 

 

To Subscribe 
Go to:  Dearbornexpress.net   
click on “contact” 
Or go to:  thedearbornexpress.gmail.com 

Sherry Watkins 
Baird & Warner (Gold Coast) 
 
(773)458-0488 
sherry.watkins@bairdwarner.com 

$375,000 
1111 S WABASH AVE 1201 
7/16/25 
 
$700,000 
910 S MICHIGAN AVE 1501 
7/15/25 
 
$460,000 
520 W S TATE ST 1108 
7/15/25 
 
$265,000 
740 S FEDERAL ST 410 
7/14/25 
 
$325,000 
1305 S MICHIGAN 1111 
7/14/25 
 
$708,000 
1201 S PRAIRIE AVE 4606 
7/14/25 
 
$1,225,000 
15 W 15th ST  
7/14/25 
 
$285,000 
1345 S WABASH AVE 1006 
7/11/25 
 
$283,000 
1115 S PLYMOUTH CT 124 
7/10/25 
 
$317,000 
40 E 9TH ST 716 
7/10/25 
 
$485,000 
233 W 13th ST 1902 
7/9/25 
 
$610,000 
520 S STATE ST 1101 
7/8/25 
 
$333,000 
1250 S MICHIGAN AVE 2405 
7/7/25 

http://Buyarosenhome.kw.com
mailto:sherry.watkins@bairdwarner.com
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1515 S Prairie Ave #803 
2 bed, 2 bath, 1253 sq ft 
$375,000  HOA $933 
 
Robert Yoshimura 
 Compass 

611 S Wells St  #2402 
1 bed/ 1 bath  684 Sq Ft 
$280,000   HOA $475 
 
Tim Rezek 
eXp Realty 

633 S Plymouth Ct #1009 
1 bed, 1 bath, 836 sq ft  
$200,000  HOA $664 
 
Grigory Pekarsky 
Vesta Preferred LLC 

1400 S Michigan Ave 
#1908 
1 bed,1 bath 
$295,000  HOA $476 
 
Benjamin Lissner 
Baird & Warner 
312.401.9176 

910 S Michigan Ave #1211 
2 bed,2 bath 
$400,000   HOA  $1094 
 
Ben Lalez 
Compass 

 
1111 S Wabash   #1108 

2 bed, 1.5 bath  1177 Sq Ft 

$360,000     HOA  $580 

Danael Slivka 

@properties Christie’s Intl 

Real Estate 

 

520 S State St #1726 
3 bed, 2.5 bath, 1780 sq ft 
$649,000    HOA $1134 
 
Tyler Stallings 
Corcoran Urban Real Estate 

1250 S Indiana Ave #1201 
3 bed, 2 bath, 1701 sq ft 
$650,000   HOA $823 
 
Jennifer Cummings 
Jameson Sotheby's Intl Realty 

1345 S Wabash #1408 
1 bed, 1 bath, 728 sq ft 
$259,000  HOA $309 
 
Quentin Green III 
Compass 


